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EDITORIAL COMMENTARY 
sufs ad sus at wfea | (Q08¢) 


During the last few days, since Vedanti’s interference in the affairs of 
DSGMC the news papers are full of stories about decisions of Vedanti as 
‘unprincipled and unconventional’. Leaders of Sikh organisation Dal Khalsa, 
Satnam Singh Paonta Sahib, Harcharanjit Singh Dhami and Kanwar Pal 
Singh have ‘disowned’ Vedanti for ‘eroding the dignity of the supreme temporal 
seat’ by his ‘biased decisions’ and ‘refuse to accept Vedanti as their Jathedar’. 
They called upon the Sikhs to ‘save the honour and dignity of Akal Takhat Sahib 
from the clutches of the modern Mahants’. Shiromani Akali Dal Amritsar 
(Mann) has raised a banner of revolt against the partisan attitude of Vedanti and 
has opposed all his arbitrary decisions. D. S. Gill of THRO asks why Vedanti 
‘interferes in internal Sikh politics and takes side mostly of Badal Group’ and 
answers his own question by saying that ‘Vedanti is a pawn in the hands of Badal, 
who has systematically overpowered the SAD, SGPC, and even Akal Takhat 
through puppet Jathedars’. Former head priest Akal Takhat Giani Bhagwan Singh 
says the directive by Vedanti ‘smacked of partisan approach’. Former Akal Takhat 
Jathedar Prof. Darshan Singh has sought the ‘social boycott’ of Vedanti for his 
‘worst performance’ as jathedar. As counter mud slinging SGPC Chief Avtar 
Singh alleged that Prof. Darshan Singh had been a disciple of ‘dera Nanaksar’ and 
had joined a section of Sikhs who performed ‘kachi bani’. All of them have also 
made the startling discovery that ‘there was difference between the institution 
of Akal Takhat Sahib and Giani Joginder Singh Vedanti, its ‘Jathedar’. 

To some degree they are all correct but they are so out of time. Darshan 
Singh’s upbringing was at dera Nanaksar, Jaghadri and Avtar Singh is correct. 
Prof. Darshan Singh did share the stage of World Class Con-Artist Nanaksaria 
Thug ‘Sant Baba’ Amar Singh Brundi at his U.K. dera in 2004 with those who 
perform ‘kachi bani’. He finally caved in to the temptation even though he knew 
every sordid detail of Amar Singh’s life from age 8. To us sitting here in Diaspora 
it became clear that Vedanti was a ‘Trozan Horse’! soon after his appointment as 
Jathedar in March 2000 to replace Puran Singh of ‘Luv’ and ‘Kush’ fame. World 
Sikh Convention of Mohali on October 26, 20037 had resolved, among other 
things, to distinguish between the institution of Akal Takhat and its Sewadars who 
are frequently subservient to the politicians who appoint them and until such time 
as Sarbat Khalsa was called all the hukamnamas of Jathedars excommunicating the 
Sikhs be considered null and void and no one should obey the illegal and immoral 
hukamnama of the political appointee Sewadar of Akal Takhat. All the Panthic 
organizations and leaders mentioned above, without exception and many more, 
including Paramjit Singh Sarna, led by Manjeet Singh Calcutta, had vehemently 
opposed this convention. As early as November 2000 this is what this writer had to 
say about ‘Jathedars’: “if you are a Sikh who understands, believes and lives the 
philosophy of Guru Nanak you not only would not call them ‘High Priests’, you 
will be ashamed to look up to them, as I am. Since I cannot look up to them and 
since I do not have the power to remove them, I refuse to recognize them and their 
position. I renounce them. Sikhs of Guru Nanak should not look up to them, listen 
to them or associate with them”. But Vedanti ate the crow and Sarna brothers 
missed the golden opportunity of being excommunicated. Hardev Singh Shergill 
'SB June 2000; SB Dec. 2003; *SB Nov. 2000 
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GUEST EDITORIAL 
This Editorial will highlight two disparate issues: one in 
relation to essays or papers on Sikhism and the other in 
relation to rituals and granthis, based on a_ personal 
observation. 


Followers of all faiths derive immense pleasure from 
complements regarding the faith when given by someone 
outside that faith. Such pleasure is further enhanced when 
validation comes from some famous individual. Positive 
comments regarding the faith, coming from such eminent 
individuals, appear to carry a great deal of weight, and the 
implication is that these great personalities cannot be wrong. 
Sikh writers are no exception to these assertions, and much is 
made of the comments of famous people; they are quoted 
often in many papers on Sikhism. What is frequently lacking 
is that the primary source of the quotes is often not given. We 
must make efforts to quote the original sources as far as 
possible. Even more importantly we must be weary of 
excessively “praise-full” quotes where the source cannot be 
quite confirmed. Perhaps, what I am trying to say can be best 
illustrated by an example. 


I refer to the article Sikhism, A Universal World Faith taken 
‘...from a handout prepared by Amarjit Singh.’ (SB June- 
July 2005 Pages 5-8). It is interesting from the Sikh 
viewpoint, since it is mostly about the favourable views that 
Western writers hold about Sikhism. It would have been 
good if the original sources of the quotes had been cited so 
that doubters and skeptics (like me) could verify the facts for 
themselves. My search on the Internet revealed that all the 
quotes are from other Sikh sites/sources quoting the several 
writers. A good part of the handout appears to have relied on 
the article Western Writers' thinking about Sikhism and 
Gurbani by Dr Gurbaksh Singh [1]. Of particular interest is 
the part (in the handout) attributed to Bertrand Russell. 
Having read Russell I find it hard to believe that he could 
have so committed himself in relation to Sikhism. Indeed I 
am prepared to stick my neck out and say that everything in 
relation to Sikhism that has been attributed to Russell in that 
handout is untrue. I would take great pleasure in being 
proven tried to mislead us; on the contrary it is S Amarjit 
Singh who has been misled. I would also like to see the 
original reference of ‘Atheist Society Writes About Sikhism’ 
by John Smith; from what I got off the Internet it appears to 
be spurious. Knowing what I do about ‘Atheist Societies’, 
again it seems unlikely that they would write such letters. 


These are but two examples, there could be more. One has to 
be extremely cautious about the genuine-ness_ of 
articles/letters lifted wrong. This is not to say that the S 
Amarjit Singh deliberately off Internet sites. The main reason 
for wanting the original sources is to verify the authenticity 
of the quotes attributed to the various people. Assuming that 
at least a couple of the quotes are spurious (and I feel at least 
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2 in that handout probably are), it is tragically likely that 
many gullible Sikhs will soon assume that all the 
information in the article is true, and after some time this 
piece will be quoted repeatedly as “true”. If, for example, 
the handout prepared by Amarjit Singh was for the 
instruction of students (or others), and some of the quotes 
have no bases, the recipients of the hand outs are going to 
come away misinformed. 


The second issue relates to Granthis and rituals. Recently I 
had the opportunity to witness some of the rituals still being 
insisted upon in relation to death and cremation. First there 
was the insistence that the body be bathed with yogurt 
(dahi). Then there was the expert who said that some ghee 
be put into the mouth of the deceased (or at least applied to 
the lips); the rest of the ghee “should only be poured on the 
chest of the deceased” insisted the expert. When the ashes 
were to be collected on the third day diluted milk was first 
sprinkled on them, and then the bones separately collected 
and washed with milk, only to be thrown into a river barely 
10 minutes later. An attempt to dissuade the persons 
insisting upon these rituals only resulted in an unnecessary 
altercation. The logic of the argument against such rituals 
was vehemently opposed with near-religious fervour. We 
are so often critical of the illogical rituals imposed by 
visiting sants, but when it comes to our own affairs we tend 
to follow through every mindless ritual and defend to the 
hilt our belief in their necessity. 


When some members of the family decided to have an 
Akhand Paath they approached the granthi (priest) of the 
local gurdwara (an expatriate from India) for assistance. He 
seemed enthusiastic enough and quoted the costs of the 
paathis (those who would undertake the reading of the 
AGGS). That was until he was informed that the paath 
would be performed by family members and friends (all 
ladies), and that he could help out in case one of the ladies 
became suddenly unavailable (though it was unlikely to 
happen). He lost his enthusiasm immediately, put his foot 
down (rather raised his hand, like a policeman stopping 
traffic) and rudely declared that he would do no such thing. 
He would only be available to start the paath and thereafter 
for the “bhog” (end of the paath). Over the next three days 
he strutted around the gurdwara, making himself ‘available’ 
only at meal times. The behaviour of our granthis is in sharp 
contrast to the courteous and ever helpful Christian padres, 
and that is something our children are quick to notice and 
point out. Whilst we claim we have no priestly class the fact 
is that our granthis are recognized as such and perform as 
such. Unless those whose profession it is to explicate the 
beauty of the Guru Granth Sahib can demonstrate that they 
are worthy of emulation, they can scarcely be depended 


upon to sell the product — Sikhi. Dr Sarjeet Singh Sidhu, 
sarjeetsidhu@gmail.com, August 19, 2005 
References: [1] http://www.searchsikhism.com/writers.html 
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GURU GRANTH SAHIB AND SCIENCE -3 
Dr Hardial Singh Dhillon Ph.D, C.Biol; MIBiol; C. Chem, MRSC, UK 
[Part 1 appeared in Nov.Dec. 2004 issue of the Sikh Bulletin and part 2 in 
March 2005. ED.] 


ENERGY AND GOD 

So far, the only concept that appears like God is the 
conservation of energy, the existence of which Sikhism 
acknowledges (“THE OIE Ble 83a Il WH Ids UTEMT A Yat 
ZT I. BU H.A,daA/2; Sd fae AGH So fae HS Il vTUS 
wes wu Tt AT WEWHU,TAA/QA-2t2 (AV/E); Ud Hf 
ues AHEM |... SHAS H.U, a.dA/CCU) but says that 
Creator even created this. Says Guru Amar Das Ji: 

"fhe Fafs urfy Cufe a, ag nm gay ase 
,. W2EIH. 3 ,aeA/ C20 (Ae, gv] AleTSH, B35 AS 
Hofs, sve ufemr fea! fea dt "oH energy” J, we 
conscious energy. That is Akal Purakh having created the 
“conscious energy” has given it a physical manifestation and 
accorded within the hukam). 























It is clear from these words that there must have been a time 
when there was no “fH€ Hast’. Indeed, Guru Nanak Dev Ji 
tells us that indeed there was such time: 

"S18 S Sdst S TAS AAST WNAQII" H.UaeIA/ AOBU-AOBE. 
That is the Akal Purakh created it too. And, there are many 
other shabads ikewise: 

“ag fede us Afon Hate 3y fhe Hats add fas ote | 


MQUI2Il HU, TGA/ QK2 

"gout faHS HIA 3 act || wed © CA Sat At I." (8) .. 
IVES NUN. o.a1.A/908U 

mo urfu aes unis nara il fa 
I. MAQUDI HU, TTA/ QE 

car Het gas ferret fs5 BB uses || HA. AUAT (uU.80) 
o.G.A/2 














lf ufo ate fenag 





Is energy God then? 

Well, no, although it very much appears like God. The 

following comparison is useful. 

God a 

1. Origin from itself, “H3” 

2. Always same »'fe AY Farfe AUIl J st AY SSA dH ot 
AP IQ... ot Go Be 5 West WEI nies 

SdHo Sat sf Test, adte A, Ta. 33 

3. Omnipresent 

4. Immeasurable 113% itd ni8% HoMt saat WAH JHE 

ISiull (der cre} 

5. Indestructible »rfe male niate wiatdfs Fa Fa Sot SH 

| QUI AUAT, 4.9, T.d.A/E that is the root of all, primal 


and pure, rootless and indestructible, and is constant in 

all ages. 

6. Makes everything go according to Its “will”. Akal 
Purakh loves and supports its creation. 
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7. Formless .gu3d 345 3d fags WHY, FILA Qc3 





__ Aade fagde au ai 
cd fits Sa aS SS nTAT, HU, T.d.A QuO 
8. Resides in all. When organism dies spirit leaves the 
body and either merges into Creator or is subject 
according to deeds. 
9. Not subject to any body's Laws except His own, 
although yields to His saints, always. 
sae fogs fodarg AU fall H.9, Td. Ses 
3 30S" o SH SAS VE ST HU, T.IA/KEQ 
Sails <a Het fags H.U, T.d.A/Qto 














Energy 

1. Origin cannot be talked about: It is always there. 
According to Sikhi, its origin is God as well. All this 
has been created from “H6d”, that is from Akal Purakh 
itself. “Hod” has been described by many writers as 
“emptiness/void”. This does not accord with Gurbani or 
sciene, since according to latter, one can’t have 
something from nothing (contradition in term) and 
according to former, it means when there was no 
creation except Akal Purakh. 

2. Not always same but the sum total is the same to its 
original value. 

3. Always equal to its original amount; fas d fas odt 3 
(ie complete vacuum). 

4. Measurable 

5. Changes form but equal to its original-form value; 
changes, but not destroyed. For instance, potential 
energy equals heat and kinetic energy, (P.E=Heat + 
K.E). 

6. Has no will; it is like servant and may be used as one 
wishes to make things go; is devoid of love. 

7. Can have many forms; P.E, K.E, heat, sound, 
electromagnetic waves, ... 

8. Also resides in all. When person dies, energy remains 
locked up in that body until dealt by cremation or 
burial. 

9. Subject to physical laws of nature and yields to 
anybody — fat Udy t JaH fea J - “IaH vies AS 
a 

So, clearly, energy is not God but servant: it may help to 

create, sustain or destroy but itself is subject to physical 

Laws. 








Energy: Concept 

Scientific View: In part II we saw that the underlying cause 
for all living/non-living organisms, according to Science is 
energy. We also saw how matter and energy are 
interchangeable. Clearly then Science is unable to go 
beyond the concept of energy. This has lead to two schools 
of thoughts: that energy can neither be created nor 
destroyed, and alternatively that it was always here. The 
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first concept appears very right and in our ordinary everyday 
life, we experience this all the time. However, the latter 
conclusion causes some problem: many scientists do not 
believe that it always was here; they are more likely to agree 
that there is a beginning and that there is a link between the 
most simplest to the most complex organism/thing. 


Sikhi's View: The position of Gurbani about energy is very 
clear. It says although what was put into the system was 
indeed once and for all, but it was "put in" or "created" by the 
Akal Purakh. 





Viz. “nine Sf Bf gag IF fae ufenr A Sot a I.” 
Hunt, U.34, H.9,a1dIA/2 

Notice the word "unt  - meaning "put in". 

Viz. "got feAe HUA Bure wfeer Hg earfeet agi...” 
Hg Hd®, H.9,d1dIA/A03U 

(Again notice the word "Gute " - means created). 

“Hod YH feHo HIA Bure || AS eds Ha AMES i...” HY 
Hd®, H.9,d1F/9032 

It is clear from here too that it was created. 

And, if we go even beyond this, we have 

“GoH! fHAS HH 6 At Il neg 3 A Sat AS I.” HY ATS, 
H.9,dTH/9O3U. 

So it is clear from here too that a&t HAT =F state AT Ae 
Brahma, Vishan or Mahesh <ddit JHst det out AT 














Unlike in Hinduism, they are not deities but names of 
different powers. The root cause of all this, in fact the Creator 
itself. It is these powers that have been mentioned in Japji 
Sahib, stanza 30, that Brahma is the creative force behind the 
visible worlds (wherever they may be!), Vishnu is the 
nurturing force for all and Mahesh, the destroyer/scavenger 
force. Viz. 

“feq Had fea sarc fea oe there |1..” TuAt, u.3o, 

H.4, did A/2 

In fact, it is more correct to say: “AS ues utat SH3g AS 
aS HdH | AS BIA wats wuss gu dd a SHA Il.” AY 
(UBU)/H.VOS.AD. 

That is, there is no end of these creative forces too; that is, 
there are more than one ways by which the creator has 
created the beings. In essence, Sikhi stated long before 
modern Science did that energy and matter were 
exchangeable. Two examples will suffice here: 

ues ufo ues AHfenr | Ast ufo APS of wher tt Het 
Het det Sa | esas at aes Sa IAI ASS wt J aS 
Hot || YoH fomarat THis add ube feg 38 vas stent 191 
IIS .THAS HU, TAA/CCU 

Air returns to air, soul merges into all prevading soul; soil 
became one with the soil, the mourner weeps in vain. O, 
Sages of the World, who is dead, who is dead? Really, the 














at, 
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transmigration of beings appears to be like a play. It appears 
that things have merely shifted their position. 


The importance of these quotations is that Gurbani 
postulates that energy is the main source of creation, but 
Gurbani disagrees that energy is God, (cf. Prof. Hawking’s 
comments that God is a mere manifestation of the laws of 
physics! See part II of GGS & Science). Tawat fEH § sdf 


Hoct | 


Different Forms of energy 

Science postulates the following: 

1. Heat - This can be measured as calories (food), or 
Joules or temperature (T/°C). It is capable of changing 
three states of matter. 

Solid <> Liquid — Gas 
Ice Water Steam 
ade vat aS 





Out of these three temporary and interchangeable forms, the 
one which is most stable is the one with least energy, and 
that is "ice". Notice that in the realm of religion this is also 
true; Sikhi for instance warns us not to be provocative. Lust, 
anger, greed, attachment, and hankered are rather like "heat" 
above and Gursikh is to stay within limits of these. 

“dd Agar at daar, 3B wrB ord uA 9” ABT He U 
| D.dILA/AAOQ 
“,..come to me with total humility I1I” 

“ dbo viets ate ATS abet g fs ste Il StSa 135 a Afal 
Ate <fanr TAS fom cA Il. TAdt Te, H.9 F/G 
“.count [me] amongst the lowest of the low caste, Nanak 

rather be with them than to imitate the high.” 
“fae dhe AHS fe oefs Sct suATA I” 
fHdt Te, H.9 F.a.A/ 
Where you care for them, O, Lord, there resides the bounties 
of your grace. 
“fog alet aaa Te dfomreint sz 1 ..” 
eg TAT, UBSt 98 AS IH.9,0.d.H/820 
“Sweetness and humility are the essence of all virtues.” 





























2. Sound: 

It is a rarified air where particles are agitated backward and 
forward and they travel at a speed of 330m/s. It is the 
passing of air over our vocal cord (larynx) that vibrates it 
and produces sound; vary the amount and the rate of air 
passing, you vary the pitch of the sound (high, medium or 
low). Humans have, by watching this phenomenon in 
nature, made many musical instruments based on this same 
principle. Like heat, it cannot be seen but unlike heat it 
burns not your body but your mind, but it has its merits and 
demerits. It helps us to communicate, that is its biggest 
advantage; too loud, it can burst our ear drums. When 
spoken sweetly, it touches our hearts and minds and is 
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capable of taking our conscience to the Dasam Dwar. This is 
why kirtan is so important: both heart and mind melt with it. 
Even when spoken softly but with ulterior motive, it burns 
our mind, and some time people end up committing suicide, 
as a result of it. Bad sound constantly vibrates in our ears 
because of this continuous impulses through the nerves 
overload the brain. 


The position of Gurbani once again is very clear: unlike some 
religions, it encourages us to speak, but speak little, speak 
softly, speak sweetly and above all listen to your Guru. 
“Gat He Ug 3 ofS afe Afas UsH aHTfET II 
Sat vdhor 33 gus nig uret Gat arf it ... IDI 
MTAT, HVGI.d.A SED. 
“ staat feat Sfmt 3a He feat dE | 
fet fear Hdmi fea feat ALE I. 
“Nanak, by uttering foul, one’s mind and body becomes foul; 
by calling foul, the caller’s reputation is ruined.” 
"feat Udad Hémt ufs gar fea ute 11 fear Hoy nm urer 
Bd ANTE IQ” MAT ot Sg, HA, T.AA/893 
The fouler is rejected in Lord's court, and reprimanded; the 
fouler is known as a fool and is punished for his/her deeds. 
Likewise 
“ feo dats o foefs ea aS Ayre I. 
MTAT HS. T.dI-A/S2€. 
Sikhi teaches us that Akal Purakh never gets angery with its 


creation: 
fo seat at ofe ARS Hom He II 
JG AHS dot Ht Sg ae 5 FB AST II 

Why? Because 7 a hah cua Roce te 

ASS HS 3 WS UTS SS MBE I 8 tds" II 

TT dt HU/AG.A OS 

(Here it is worth comparing with the concept of God in 
Christianity where He does get angry, that is the time when 
He punishes us. A good example of this is where Adam 
whose disobedience lead him to be thrown out of heaven on 
to the earth, where we (his progeny) are enduring punishment 
‘til eternity). 
fen ge 3 fA nea OOS Ot ners use od He 2 vied 
geet J| Tg At says: 

“ofa, A ae niefa of a, eat ues Ser I 

ad aaa, dfa fimrd, He get niefe afy a, aH ueE 
ert Bt” wide ATs, H8/S.d. £22. 
fe AS Yds" Fo Sealer fam d, Ga ANS fuses Hs 
Odes ao gefes Ht adt 31 ge eas 3: 
“ gga dee sue df il fee 33 We AS APE IQ doe 
,. WISIN” GSA HIS 4, Ta.A/ €€9-E€2 
“ag Bd abut dnt sea fag He fae ad I 
USAT HIS 9, d.dA/ EEA 


There is a misunderstanding with some gurmukhs that when 
Hd nied 6 faset st “eta” afar, 3 Ad add 6 fuser st 
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“ag” atgetiag funrts8, why not try it right now and see 
if it works. You will see that when air is going into our 
lungs, no sound comes out; the sound is only possible when 
the air is being expired. 


3. Light: 

This is a very powerful energy source and virtually all- 
energetic processes that we see on earth appear to have their 
origin in it! Like sound, it is in a waveform and travels at 3 
00 000 000 m/s (186 000 miles/s); roughly a million times 
faster than sound. It also means that it takes about 8-9 
minutes for the light to travel from our sun to the earth. 
There are many millions of stars in the sky, like our own 
sun, the nearest to us is about 4 light years away. It means 
light from that star, travelling with 186 000 miles/s, takes 
four years to reach us. This is the situation with regard to the 
nearest star; those which are far away, and are beyond 
count, we have not talked about them yet. Wherever light 
goes, heat goes with it but vice versa is not true (e.g central 
heating radiators may be hot but do not have light). Light 
waves differ from sound waves in that they are of a much 
shorter length, electromagnetic type, highly energetic and 
require no medium to travel. 


However, today science has shown that the so-called white 
light is really a collection of seven visible lights, each with 
its own wavelength and therefore contains different amount 
of energy (visible spectrum: red, orange, yellow, green, 
blue, indigo and violet). From left to right, the wavelength 
decreases and energy increases. 


Gurbani too agrees with all this and says further, " Hd7 eat 
J3 dx”. This is quite an important concept. The 
possibility of seasons being due to the presence of the sun, 
implies that Guru ji were well aware of the earth’s spinning 
mechanism at an angle to its central axis, the consequence 
of which would be a variation of the distance from the sun, 
hence producing seasons. It also warns us that even with all 
that, it cannot illuminate your mind. Only listening through 
your ears will the shabad take you to the Dasam Dwar. 

“A AG de Gaels aon vst dA | 83 ToS dient Ts 
fae ulg nigrg |Q1..” HQ nTAT ot Sg, T.d.A/BES 

“a fag ug wiorg, ag fas AHS 3 ure || Te feo HAS 3 
fafa, ag fio Hats 5 ure |” 3E 5% T.GLA/ Itt 
Gurbani also tells us that the moon hasn’t got its own light 
but shines because it borrows from the sun. 

“| de aod of dua we APA ufo Ag AHfeeT HE N..” H 
HIS" q WuSt ,d.d.A/AOS3 

Jus! Su ot Pe ws AsH (HS) tae (Far) JU Ts, 
deH! & wd fed Hon AH fear deer o (AoA tint fagat 
den! fed U a UEH' S Guat & duit J) EI 

Both Guru ji and Kabir ji 6 A'S Je ws Hon ct uA TS 
Zaft do; -Hdt feat em ty a CA ment Hast, STS aT 
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OH 


6 Une wT uien J, Ft feat 6 Gast t for J: 

fJ SN W.. SI AYHST, HU G.d.A/ Qt 
U Il Ast wists YH vigu 
HU. NQUQAWIWM ASS, G.T.A/E D2. 











4. Gravity. 

It is the pulling power of each body on one another. Like all 
other powers, it too is invisible. Said Newton that the earth 
pulls the apple with equal and opposite force just as the 
apple pulls the earth, likewise. Why do we not see the earth 
jumping upward as well? Two reasons: one that the size of 
the earth is too large and secondly, we are ourselves 
positioned on the earth. One way of visualising this 
phenomenon would be to stand on top of the apple as it falls 
(e.g fixing a camera on the apple would do the same thing!). 
Newton generalised this principle and said that everybody 
pulls every other body in the universe with equal and 
opposite force. Accordingly then, the moon is really falling 
on to the earth all the time and vice versa; the planets are 
also falling on to the sun, and all the stars seems to be doing 
just that in the whole universe. Once some balance is 
achieved in this, then things appear to be miraculously 
stable. This is why Guru Nanak Dev Ji says in Japji that it is 
not the physical ox that supports the earth; how many such 
earths would it support in this way? Who supports the ox. 

“ ues Cufg ast ag iludst dg ud dg dg ll 
(SH 3 og 3S AES He Il..” 








but says 
“te Udy efeat a us Asy afu ofr fafs af 
Hays de Afr” I..” WUAt H.9,0.0.F/8 

(i.e the earth and other planets are wandering in some 
discipline and not chaotically. Listen to the Guru Ji again: 

“ 3 fete vast vat ofa | 8 fete Ee fed fre ofa 11” 
Within Hukam the earth supports its burden; within Hukam 
the clouds hoover overhead. 

“ 3 fefo Hon 3 fefe dE || Ad AdSt UBS 5 NZ 11” 
Within Hukam the sun and the moon travel millions of miles 
without end. 

“3 fefo mse MOTH || |...” MAT et St, HO, T.GLA/SEs8 
Within Hukam the sky is sustained. 

Here the word "3" means some sort of order, divine order, 

(hukam). No wonder the sky didn’t require any pillars to 

support it: 

“ OS oer mse gatenr ||” HY AIS, HA, T.d.A/IORE 
Exactly the same system operates on microcosm scale; 
protons and its electrons in an atom show similar behaviour. 
Says Gurbani 

Hf yoHs Ast fis. oer, Ube At aa.A/etu 
H Yoh Uf A AST I,..Il H.9, F.a.A/9O8% 
Micro and macro cosmos are based on the same principles. 












































A mote FW otsfe wont ate, T..A/382 
That which is within is also without. 


HU-@dIe uso 


January-February 2006 





SSO A HUY ASt wAES..” AYHSt, H.U, ddA 

That which is in gross form is also in miniature form. 

fen sat 

“ ym wisn Hdd Asn san umd ds wm AS BE || wa 
HS un ag Heer afe Host was use i wru dt ABU 3 
floors Bs fis eto Sat TE Wa.giQ” Ass Hae 8 
USe,.d.H/ €Og-Eou 

“nus ae ify af Ta Us Had SC SaaS IDI” 
HYHat, HU. dI.dI-A/2U2 

As all other 'things' seem to fall towards the centre of the 
larger object, so does our mind. It becomes chaotic when it 
gets out of discipline, and peaceful, when joined to God 
through shabad. Shabad thus is that gravity, that magnetic 
force that Ud at FeAl which keeps us in equilibrium with 
our surroundings on one side and Akal Purakh on the other 
side. 























World € Maya € Mind > Shabad > God 

So mind thorough maya, and its five vices, is attached to 
this world on one side and Gurbani on the other hand 
promises us that only the shabad can rid these shackles. 
When the same mind listens to the “word” it becomes 
Lord’s image and merges into it; when it doesn’t listen to 
the shabad, it becomes the “satan”. Many of us will end up 
in this way, spend whole of our life being entangled in the 
vices of maya. 


5. Electricity: 

This is said to be a negative charge (electrons) moving 
towards a positive source. It travels very quickly and is 
accompanied by magnetic forces and very often by light 
too. Consequently, energy transfer from electron to other 
molecules can cause heat to be transferred as well. Electric 
motor is based on exactly understanding of these principles. 
Radio waves, X-rays and Gamma rays are said to be 
electromagnetic waves of extremely short wave lengths and 
therefore accompanied by a very large amount of energy. 
Indeed, the shorter and therefore invisible they are, the 
more powerful they appear to be! This is why microwave 
cooks food faster than an ordinary oven. 

wiftorsHa 3a 3 fA oe HaeE deer fa sat F ect o 
feHe <@t dh usually proves to be more powerful and 


effective. But despite all of them, they are not God. Science 
uses them but does not fully know their origin: it knows the 
conditions under which each can be released to do useful 
work provided the raw material is there in the first place 
(have a look around in your kitchen next time). 





6. Magnetism: 

Like gravity it is invisible, but can be felt. Many materials 
like iron and steel show this phenomenon. It is believed to 
be due to electrons spinning around the central nucleus of 
the atom, comparable to passing a current through a wire 
which creates a magnetic field around the latter. There are 
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materials which show diamagnetic properties (when equal 
number of electrons spinning in opposite directions around 
the nucleus) cancel out the effect and paramagnetic 
properties (where unequal electrons spinning in opposite 
directions around the nucleus) give each and every 
atom/molecule a resultant force of magnetism. When an 
external magnetic force is applied, the formers show only 
very slight disturbance but the latters line up and become a 
very big force. fasae TEA 3gt dt uiftersua og fee aH 
woe’ J| Teast fey magnet 6 “UGA” ABE 5s ARTS 
atst fer o | 
“urgH usta us de, Afe dd fee ote Il.” 
Sad 3 3 lid.d.A/ €st 
“| UTdH ugh fefe uran Je ofa Ae rat facut ot 
QU.” THIS HIS 3. d.a.A/ KAO-99. Like wise, 
“UTdH UdTA USA UdIA, als ag agus 11” 
ASAT (UST ABOU) FE 



































UDHE-Ha Tg 6 UGH A UTHE-HaT ny St UGH (Tg) ct 
meet | fEA Sgt, Se HET At et Hu Aah Aetor 3: 





“ urafa uafin urgn fe Ast AS ATE I. SBE” 
(list 29}, ae 
UH tt od, we uA de a od, we ag Ht od Us 
ot as feg nmr dog a SiS I Wet 10S de a UGA Bu usd 
a OH I Ust S wruat gd oS Hot wat cS Set Hat wet 
J, ud fa wa 3a Bat fan } adr IUSH ¢ Ug fee, USTs 
wu 3 wHUS ae es fed alchemists et HAawus’ a J, 
as J Sd fea aA Sst aTet Us ges 3“ og fry fAY 
Ig Jd Sa Td Guen vse 1” aS dt d| Like the magnetism 
of science, the spiritual magnetism of UJH can not be seen 
but realised. ud fea HES vot fed wotdt 3: fAA Sgt dua 
usd Het Hot Bo wus 3 va Hoe’ J, EA sgt Tg os 
dian HOH OHS & uy dss JD Are JS! fAH Sgt Jaa usd 
& fassé & Hot ee de ag DHS, a cat Ht dua ve HiT 
fA cd 3g ag oe aS a fhe & aet ee ee Hag te, a 
SH SH & Stagg ct dove wrt oI 





























<7) 











al 























Let us now put all the powers together and see if we can 
produce a link that shows us the way to the Akal Purakh. In 
the visible world, solid appears to be the most stable and of 
least energy, after this is the liquid, which is at the 
intermediate state. Naturally, it has more energy and 
therefore, relatively speaking it is unstable. Higher than this 
is the gaseous state. It is of high energy state and is unstable 
but is measurable. All this is visible, and therefore comes 
within the realm of science. What are those powers that cause 
agitation within solid, liquid and gas, we shall examine them 
now. They include, light, heat, sound, electricity, magnetism 
and gravity. They are extremely high energy powers and fall 
within the visible and the invisible interface, but are still 
measurable. For example light is visible and can be felt, heat 
cannot be seen but can be felt, unless it accompanies by light; 
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sound cannot be seen but can be heard with the ears; 
electricity can be seen and realised, but magnetism can not 
be seen, but can be felt. Likewise, gravity can not be seen 
but realised; it affects all objects and thus attaches them 
through its power to the earth. Being the visible/invisible 
interface, this is where the realm of science ends and Sikhi 
begins. That is it represents the boundary of our brain; the 
reason cannot go beyond this. Higher than these, operate the 
three powers known as Brahma, Vishan and Mahesh. They 
are both immeasurable and invisible. Gurbani is very clear 
about these too; it says there is no single Brahma, but “afé 
goH afar AAe we Il" H.u/AquE, no single Vishan “afte 


fans até Wess || H.Uu/AuE and no single Mahesh “afte 


HOA Sue ATE II" H.uU/202. These three powers are not 
of their own; they are tied to the supreme power known as 
maya. Gurbani also tells us that between God and the three 
powers of maya, is the Nam, which is supreme and 
invisible. It is this Nam that in Japji sahib has been called 
“satnam”, StS AS Ze, aS du =H", STS potent, SS 
f3as Tt powerful, and creative. 














In the visible world, that is in the realm of science, the most 
stable object is one which has the least energy, e.g solid; 
interestingly, in the realm of spirituality the most stable is 
the most powerful, that is with most energy. See Japji sahib: 


cQs 


(3a AU HITE A I 
[30 Hf TH Stor sau Il .. AUAT/SALA/C 








GOD Immeasurable 
state 
Shabad Hukam 

Totally Nam 
Invisible ¥ 

Maya 
Realm of y Extreme oneray 
Sikhism measurable 


Brahma ‘ishan Mahesh 


Light Heat Sound Invisibles 
Electricity Magnet Gravity | Visible 


Realm of Hi 
, ighly 
Science Gaseous energised 
(unstable) 
Li q uid measurable 


Lowest state 


Solid (stable) 
measurable 


Visible 


So while science is right in saying energy is neither 
destroyed nor created, Sikhi is right in pointing out that the 
measurable energy sources merge into Nam, the 
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immeasurable one. Please note that in this form, science 
cannot and will not ever be able to test Nam. One thing is 
apparent, the Nam is indeed very potent; it is the creative 
Will of the Akal Purakh. It is never destroyed and none is 
without it. Please notice that Nam is also subject to His 
Hukam. Gurbani tells us that 
"OH Afal fAH ot HO Hor | Stoo 34 fodAe Aton |" 
HU, T.T.A/2Q4 
"OH 3f% ae nied & fe |" H.u,a.d.A/2€u 
"Hdl Hats aes Ths SH Il" (28/2) H.U,T.a.A/Qte 
"Wade fades au a || va ffs eat ats or 11" 
Hu ,dI.d1.A/2UO 
The names of visible and invisible objects Lord alone 
establish; in reality, they reside in one place (mere difference 
is in names only; in essence they are same). It is 
this Nam that resides in us in the form of Creator. When all 
visible is destroyed and nothing else remains, Nam remains 
and merges through Hukam as a shabad into Akal Purakh. 
Viz. “Hae dt oe Cur Age Afs fHefeori" 43,0.a.A/E8s 
Kabir Ji describes about Akal Purakh as: 
"ale Ad A at UTETA I ofe HOES nig afESTH II" 
308 add He, a.a.A/ 992 
(H 8A ug & Aa ot) fAA e Ud 3 St AeA Gust Ade Ws, 
AH tod 3 ost fhe tt 3 aon Uo; nS ast St go ft 
td 3 de Carded JoIfEA dt Age feu aete FT SaHie @: 
"Sz qd afe OS CITT I. CUQMUACIOM! 
338 adig He wineudt wg/ 299¢2-99E3 
vos fed gat dS - fo uss Je Is aS acts At 
fqt eg ust Atl acid at mato Saute 3: 
gu ufe adi aH Il Ho Hae ufo ate USCA II 
o Aer odt de ll vite fadno ad mide lull 
308 adtg He mmReudt we 2.0.0.A/AIED 
(fF HOY Ug 2 OH feo fee Be Dd) BAS wore UTS UG Tt 
ug a dt yors fener J, SA dt meg AHH (ie fea de Ha 
Fed) YUHTSH nTUST BSE Aer J (Eset we fa) HoH 3 ve 
a woe BA dt asad od ad Hae’ (GI WHE HA vee 
Toe TdT adt dT!) AS Fas oT He wfenr-sfos us CHS 
fode fes Cura UST age | 
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(HH. 3p 
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fEA eg USH USAT at SdH a: 
"gH Mert HoT AS AE || USYIH At MTA AST IAI 
ae | 
WiSa UES Ua Mg Ald Il Mfeak Tao Arad vio ute Il 
mfoad Hd HAbad stots | uifoot det Cet aT Sits igi 
mfoa udhot wife 3d Us || wife gu dal YoHS Il 
nifea dart] felon wid ofS Il nifea use nifoex Csurfs 1 
Addl HIM U.U,d.d.A/ AQSBU-BE 
ag fumrtg8, such is the importance of Nam which takes us 
to the Akal Purakh. 
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Essence of Guru Granth Sahib and Science-3 

e There are many forms of energy, mostly measurable; 
Nam is supreme, formless and immeasurable. 

e Both Sikhi and Science agree that energy is not 
destroyed, but while Science is silent about its origin, 
Sikhi says Akal Purakh created it too. 

e Science is limited to the realm of measurability; Sikhi 
says beyond this is an immeasurable realm. The 
apparent contradiction above about energy is now 
resolved. 

e Science will never be able to find/prove God, since its 
techniques will always be limited in efficiency and 
therefore imperfect. 

e The visible form of God in this and other worlds is 
SHABAD (Hdd) the invisible is Todds. 
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SIKH IDENTITY 


Narindar Singh, Ottawa, Canada 

Divine Mission 

In 1499, at the age of thirty Guru Nanak proclaimed a new 
faith Sikhism which embraced both spiritual and temporal 
aspects of life. His spiritual experiences revealed as Gurbani 
(divine poetry) constitute the fundamental principles of Sikh 
religion and his teachings. He radically departed from the 
principles of earlier Indian religions — which aimed at 
reaching heaven or attaining salvation or seeking merger in 
God. In Buddhism, Jainism, Nathism, and Hinduism there is 
a dichotomy between the spiritual life of man and the 
empirical life which cannot go together. Empirical life is 
considered a hindrance in the pursuit of spiritual objectives. 
He rejected the authority of Vedas for having given sanction 
to the caste system. He discarded the three thousand year 
old Brahminical institutions of withdrawal from life, 
asceticism, monasticism, and celibacy, which are life 
negating to achieve salvation. He denounced both the caste 
system and downgrading of women. He expressed deep 
anguish at the prevailing evil and injustice in society. Nanak 
also rejected Ahimsa a view held by Buddhists and Hindus 
that non-meat-eating is an act of piety. Nanak says, “Men 
Discriminate not and quarrel over meat eating. They do not 
know what is flesh and what is non-flesh. There is life in 
every grain of food we eat.” 


Sikhism is monotheistic; a revelation, and an ethically 
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grounded faith, with unflinching faith in Akal Purakh (God). 
Nanak preached his new vision of universal humanism of 
spiritual deliverance, human equality and justice. His 
teachings are for all mankind irrespective of their religious 
orientation. Sikh identity emerged from the teachings of Guru 
Nanak. Guru Nanak’s successors did not deviate from the 
guidelines laid down by him rather they built upon that 
foundation and faithfully carried out his mission and brought 
to culmination the salient aspects of his philosophy.” The 
Gurus organized people outside the unjust Hindu caste order 
and oppressive political state. The Gurus developed parallel 
Sikh institutions: the introduction of Gurmukhi script for 
writing Punjabi, the compilation of Aadi Granth (Sikh 
scripture) by Guru Arjan, the institution of Amrit (Sikh 
initiation) by Guru Gobind Singh, the tradition of martyrdom, 
advancement of human rights, and separate religious centers 
shaped the Sikh identity. With major ingredients of distinct 
organization in place, the growth of theology along with 
historical experiences associated with Kakkar (Sikh symbols) 
of the order of the Khalsa, Sikhism became an entirely 
distinct religion and Sikhs emerged as a new nation.’ 


Guru Nanak’s message of change was aimed at the social, 
religious, and political set up. People were demoralized. 
There was degeneration of spiritual, cultural, and political 
values. He wanted to bring about a revolutionary change by 
creating spiritual and social awareness. He used the medium 
of Gurbani as a vehicle for the system of change. He inspired 
them to awaken and reminded them of their inner strength to 
face the tyrannical political system and the unjust Hindu 
caste system. He used the concept of Sachiara (the 
enlightened, emancipated individual) to create a future world 
order, which became the desired symbol of change 
simultaneously invested with divine qualities. It is the saint- 
soldier concept of Guru Gobind Singh that instills in an 
individual a combination of both moral and physical 
discipline and is in tune with the Supreme Being.’ 


The Sikh scripture embodied with radical doctrines, the 
divine mission of the ten Gurus, the persecution of the Sikhs 
for a century, their revolt, making extreme sacrifices to 
maintain Sikh identity, and finally the Sikh struggle 
triumphed into the Sikh Raj (Sikh rule).° 


Guru Nanak wanted his Sikh to be Sachiara transformed into 
a saint-soldier — internally solid, standing on moral principles 
and thereby attaining supremacy in other areas of life. The 
external reality had undergone tremendous change from the 
time of emperor Baber to the time of Jahangir when 
repression against the Sikhs erupted into violent unrest. 
Hence the weapon of sword was added to the weapon of 
morality. The basic objectives and the basic weapons 
remained unchanged. The Sikhs won most battles through 
moral force alone.° 
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Elements of Sikh Identity 

Spiritual Foundations 

> Guru Nanak disapproved of monasticism, asceticism, 
celibacy, and withdrawal from the concerns of life and 
recommended a householder’s marital life with social 
responsibility. 

> Guru Nanak recommended life affirmation, in all areas 
of life instead of life negation. 

> Guru Nanak integrated both spiritual and empirical life. 

> In Sikhism there is overwhelming presence of 
compassionate attitude towards all humanity. It weighs 
against cruelty and injustice and aims at the 
establishment of a just society. 

> The Sikh tenets of Naam Japna, Kirat Karna, and Wand 
ke Chakna (meditating on God’s name, earning an 
honest living, and sharing one’s earnings with others) 
are fundamental principles. 

> Guru Nanak’s call for playing the game of love and 
sacrifice was repeated by Guru Gobind Singh at the 
time of Amrit ceremony to which five Piaras offered 
their heads. 

> The introduction of the institution of martyrdom by 
Sikh Gurus over a period of two hundred years is 
virtually unknown in Indian society. This proud 
tradition of offering martyrdom for refusing to 
renounce one’s faith, even for people of other faiths and 
their right to practice freedom of religion. 

> Human body is temple of God, therefore any foul 
thought or word or act is sacrilege against the 
sanctuary.” 

> In Sikhism, God is never born. Guru Granth Sahib 
strictly denies the doctrine of incarnation avtarhood 
(God taking human form). 

> There is no heaven and hell. To be absorbed in Naam 
one is in heaven. To be away from Naam is in hell.* 

> “To be imbued with Naam is the essence of true living. 
Pray link me to God.”’ Linked to Naam means being 
Naam’s instrument of the creative development of this 
world. “Living in this world is not a bondage (bandhan) 
but a great privilege and opportunity.”"° 

> “Man is blessed with the light of reason and 
discrimination.”'! “By use of discrimination or intellect 
one serves God.”! 

> The goal is not heaven or salvation but love of Naam 

and become instrument of Hs will to create God’s 

kingdom on earth. “Heaven cannot equal God’s Naam. 

The God oriented has no desire for salvation.”'’ 

Sikh institutions are instrumental in moulding a Sikh’s 

personality towards spiritual uplift and enlightenment. 

A Gurdwara (Sikh temple) is a school for learning 

spiritual wisdom. 

In Sangat one is instructed in Lord’s virtues. 

Langar provides avenues for Sewa — selfless service. In 

fact it is real Sikhism at work both in theory and 

practice. 


VV V WV 
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> 
> 


Pangat is sitting in a row in Langar for all devotees 
irrespective of caste, creed, or sex. 

The institution of Amrit, the order of the Khalsa or Sikh 
baptism teaches us to live the higher path of ethical, 
virtuous, and spiritual conduct. 

In Sikh kirtan (divine music) attributes of Akal Purakh 
are uttered with awe and reverence using the medium of 
divine music. 

Taking bath in the early morning hours and Naam Japna 
at Amritvela 

The householder’s life with social responsibility must 
engage in beneficent activity, keeping his mind absorbed 
in contemplation and devotion combining spiritual with 
the empirical. The individual is to engage in righteous 
action that may further God’s plan of righteousness in 
the world. 

Sikhism is a whole life system. 

Sikhism is completely a new thesis, to ensure the Sikh 
identity Guru Arjan authenticated the Sikh scripture.’ 


Sikh Ideals 


> 


> 


> 


Vv wv 


Vv 


In Sikhism the highest ideal is to carry out the Will of 
God. 

Guru Nanak created the system of succession to ensure 
the implementation of his thesis.'° 

By stopping the line of succession of Guruship, Guru 
Gobind Singh made it clear that not a word could be 
added or altered in the Guru Granth Sahib.'® 

Tvery thing laid down in the Guru Granth Sahib is final 
and unalterable.'” 

Guru Granth Sahib pronounces a 
independent Sikh identity.'* 

Sikhism, a faith of inviolable freedom. 
The Sikh ideals of humbleness, compassion, tolerance, 
love, and contentment. 

The mission of Sikhism is to evolve humanity towards 
higher levels of spiritual and ethical excellence. 

The creation of the new society by Guru Nanak is based 
on Miri-Piri (temporal and spiritual) system. 

Sikhism being a Miri-Piri system could not accept an 
extreme theory of either Ahimsa or violence. Instead it 
promoted an integrated balanced approach of justice 
under which both violent or non-violent means were 
historically employed in order to protect, nourish, and 
encourage freedom and justice.’ 

Guru Hargobind wore two swords conveying the 
significance of spiritual and empirical unity in the Sikh 
system.”° 

The democratic set-up of Sikh religion. Gobind obeyed 
the decision of five Piaras to leave the fort of Chamkaur. 
The tradition of advancement of human rights. The 
Gurus raised their voice against social evils in society 
and condemned the unjust caste system and practiced 
equality. Nanak wanted an individual to lead a life with 
dignity. Gurus preached universal brotherhood of man 
and upheld religious freedom and freedom of worship. 


distinct and 
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Khalsa protected human rights. Guru Teg Bahadur laid 
down his life in defence of religious freedom. 

The woman was looked upon as inferior, evil, impure, 
and a temptation. Nanak says, “Why slander her from 
whom are born great ones. He advocated equal status 
for women with men in all spheres of life and equality 
between man and man.” 

The proud heritage of Gobind’s Khalsa and the caste- 
less society. 

The equality of human beings, Gobind’s famous quote, 
“Recognize all human race as one”. 

Sikhs believe in non-violence and peace and they are 
defenders of peace. 

Three centuries ago, Bhai Ghanaya displayed and 
championed humane and_ benevolent principles 
presently embodied by the Red Cross. He made no 
distinction between the wounded enemy soldiers and 
the Sikhs on the battleground. He saw the image of the 
Guru in everyone. He gave water to the wounded thirsty 
both enemy as well as the Sikhs and also tended to their 
wounds. 

Guru Gobind Singh’s creation of the order of the 
Khalsa (the doctrine of Sikh initiation) is a 
formalization of saint-soldier concept thus instilling 
spirituality into human action — a people imbued with 
the ideal of Miri-Piri — the concept of Guru Nanak’s 
Sachiara. He abolished succession by heredity, and 
restored to the people both spiritual and temporal 
sovereignty — spiritual to Guru Granth Sahib and 
temporal to the Khalsa.”! 

Guru Gobind Singh’s Nash doctrine made it absolutely 
clear that plurality of beliefs signifying one’s identity 
has no place in Sikhism. Amrit ceremony clearly 
defines the Sikh.” 

The distinguished Sikhi sarup with Sikh symbols. 

Drive out lust and anger, be the servant of all, and see 
the Lord in all hearts”? “Control your evil 
propensities and you become a perfect man.””* “Control 
cravings and the light of wisdom will come, then 
fashion this wisdom into deeds.””° Selfless and virtuous 
conduct is urged, Naam being the treasure of all virtues. 
Moral living is stressed, since the ideal in life is “to 
carry out the Will of God.” “Destroy evil and you 
become a perfect man.”*° “Give up evil, do right and 
you realize the essence of God.””’ My whole being, 
body and consciousness, are imbued with Naam. True 
living is living God in life.””* 

“A Sikh does not want Mukti but the love of the feet of 
God. Sikh tradition is anti-withdrawal from life; Gurus 
in harmony with the ethics of Naam, went in for full 
active participation in life.””? “May I have millions of 
hands to serve Thee. Service is the way to cross the 
hurdles of life.”°” The service of God means the service 
of His creation — this world — this life and human 
beings.” 
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> Sikhs suffered persecution and genocide for resisting 
oppression while upholding their faith during the ninety- 
year period after Gobind’s death. 

> Banda Singh Bahadur emancipated his oppressed 
countrymen and established the first Sikh rule. He 
abolished Zamindari system and distributed land to the 
cultivators. 

Sikh Ethics 

> The ethics of truthful living. 

> The ethics of Sewa — selfless service. 

> In daily prayers a Sikh prays to God for the welfare of all 

mankind. 

Moral living and virtuous conduct is urged. 

Miri — Piri signifies that means to achieve an objective 

should be as noble as the end result. 

It is the contemplation of Naam and Shabad that brings 

liberation to a Sikh. 

During Guru Nanak’s time there were two malignant 

growths — the prevalent Hindu caste system and the 

oppressive political system. The Guru forcefully 

condemned these institutions. He accepted equality of all 

human beings. He raised his voice in divine indignation 

at Mughal ruler’s aggression of India for the suffering 

caused to innocent humanity.” 

> Purity of Sikh character, the Khalsa maintained purity of 
the character and remained strongly committed to 
secular ideals. Sikhs treated both Hindus and Muslims 
equally and did not discriminate. Sikhs never killed the 
unarmed and innocent, never resorted to cold-blooded 
murder, respected chastity of women, adultery did not 
exist, and never robbed a woman of her ornaments. 

> Although Sikhs had a long history of struggle with the 
Muslim rulers but once the Sikhs came to power, they 
never tried to convert either Hindus or Muslims to the 
Sikh faith. 

> The Sikh armies gave a unique treatment to their 
vanquished adversaries that bear an unparalleled conduct 
of contemporary or modern army. 

> During Nadir Shah and Ahmed Shah Abdali’s invasions 
Sikhs gave protection to both Muslims and Hindus from 
the invaders, and earned the affection of the Punjabi 
people. Non — discrimination. 

> Guru Gobind Singh forbade the use of tobacco in any 
form. Now three centuries later science and medicine 
confirms the serious health hazards of smoking. 

> Maharaja Ranjit Singh created a secular rule. People of 
different faiths such as Hindus and Muslims were treated 
equally and they shared power. Ranjit Singh never 
sentenced a man to death. He forgave people who had 
wronged him and rehabilitated enemies he had 
vanquished. 

Price of High Ideals 

Gobind upheld the high ideals of Sikhism and paid a high 

price to seal his vision of Sikhism to serve the entire world. 

Nanak expressed deep anguish at the prevailing evil of unjust 
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caste institution and injustice in Indian society. Those who 
forget the Lord are truly low caste. The Gurus raised their 
voice against social evils in society. Sikh Gurus refused to 
co-operate with the wicked and so did their followers the 
Sikhs. Sikhs helped the downtrodden people and sided with 
the suffering people who have been unjustly treated. When 
Akal Purakh commands, there comes a time you have to 
answer violence by giving martyrdom. Sikhs always will 
defend the just cause. 

A Sikh is spiritual to the core. The goal of a Sikh is not only 
the spiritual enlightenment of the individual but also the 
advancement of all humanity. The Sikhs are deeply devoted 
people with unflinching faith in Akal Purakh. Essentially 
Sikhs are non-violent. This is attested by the martyrdom of 
Guru Arjan and Guru Tegh Bahadur and of thousand upon 
thousand of Sikhs in Mughal and British times. Sikhs 
strongly believe in upholding and preserving the good and 
the true. If the good and the true is persistently attacked 
despite patience and warning then it is the inner-nature of 
Sikhs to go to the defence of the innocent and oppressed by 
every means possible. The essential quality of Sikhism 
manifests itself in every facet of life — e.g. Degh (langar) — 
Tegh (sword), Bhakti (devotion) — Shakti (power), Jot 
(light) — Jugat (wisdom), Sant (saint) — Sipahi (soldier). The 
valiant freedom fighter and the uncomplaining martyr is the 
same person. 
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ARE WE OVERLY SENSITIVE? 

Several times over the years, but more frequently in recent 
times, Sikhs have been drawn into debates and controversies 
over what they (the Sikhs) perceive as deliberate attempts at 
maligning either the Community or the religion. That the 
sentiments of some Sikhs have been offended is not denied. 
Is it possible that in some cases at least we were simply 
being overly sensitive? This paper is an attempt to look at 
the issue, with a focus on Bollywood’s role, and try to make 
some sense of the reactions. 
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It is not just our collective imagination, but a fact, that 
Bollywood movies have tended to portray Sikhs as 
simpletons or plain bumbling idiots. No one wishes to 
interfere in ‘artistic license’ but when the same situation 
prevails in movie after movie, when one begins to see a 
pattern, the perception that there is a ‘conspiracy’ cannot be 
far behind. Even Sikh children are not spared this ‘daft Sikh’ 
image — Kuch Kuch Hota Hai is an example. Indeed 
Bollywood is, to a large extent, guilty of perpetuating this 
negative image of Sikhs. Take the case of a live show (some 
awards show) that we in Malaysia saw some time back. It 
was from Bombay (ok, Mumbai) and there was Sanjay Dutt. 
He went up on stage and said something to the effect: You 
want to hear a joke? Two sardars decided to play chess. 
That was all there was to his ‘joke’. The implications are 
clear: that Sardars are not intelligent enough to play chess. If 
this “joke” was scripted then Bollywood is clearly guilty. If it 
was not, then the situation is somewhat mitigated: far too 
many of us have little or no respect for Sanjay Dutt; what 
with all that drug history, the time in jail for the alleged arms 
possession, etc, etc. But are movie producers guilty in all 
cases or have we made too much of small issues? 


Every time that a Sikh protests regarding Sikh jokes someone 
in the crowd accuses the protestor of being overly sensitive, 
and will usually point to the fact that one hears / makes jokes 
about the Irish or other ethnic groups all the time, and no one 
objects the way we do. But is it the same thing? With ethnic 
jokes we are making fun of a group who may be of different 
religions — not all Irish are Catholics or even Christians. But 
when you make fun of Sikhs you make fun of a religion/faith, 
and this is a very sensitive area. If anyone (in Bollywood or 
India) disagrees with me let him make fun of, say Muslims, 
and see where that gets him. Perhaps Sanjay Dutt could 
publicly tell the same joke (or one of the myriad other Sikh 
jokes he must have) only substituting the ‘sardars’ for 
‘Muslims’. Oops! I forgot his antecedents. It is easy to run 
rough shod over a minority that has no political clout or 
worldwide backing, or oil. Religion is a sensitive issue. 
Remember the hue and cry when India’s leading painter / 
artist made a drawing of some Hindu goddess which was 
seen as insulting/humiliating to the Hindus? 


Does all this mean that I think religions are ‘sacred cows’ and 
should not be made fun of? No, I don’t. I am of the opinion 
that no religion should be out of bounds; religions should be 
as susceptible to jokes as is ethnicity. The only reason I 
would have for not making fun of religion is that most people 
lose their minds (rational thinking) to religion and are unable 
to accept any derogatory remark (whether real or perceived) 
regarding their faith. This is of course strange, considering 
that God (the real reason of religion) is supposed to have all 
the virtues of patience, tolerance, love, no anger, no fear, 
forgiveness, etc, and yet his followers are unable to show any 
of these qualities when He (or His religion) is assailed. 
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Having said this why, then, am I “sensitive” about Sikh 
jokes? As I said earlier when there begins to be a pattern, 
the suspicion of there being a conspiracy of sorts against the 
minority cannot be far behind, especially as there appears to 
be obvious malice. Moreover, it seems odd (absurd even) 
that the majority Community (in India) does not make jokes 
about the Hindu faith: I mean the artistic license / creativity 
seems to suddenly vanish. It would, for instance, be good to 
see the Hindu portrayed as a ‘coward’ in Bollywood movies 
— frankly there are those who, looking at the last 1000 or 
more years of Indian history, actually believe this, 
especially about the Brahmin. This is of course an unfair 
perception but the fact is that there are many who subscribe 
to this viewpoint, baseless though that viewpoint is. 


I come from a multi-religious, multi-ethnic country where 
we are particularly careful about poking fun at religions or 
ethnic groups. Recently, I had occasion to explain the 
problem in relation to jokes about Sikhs to some of the 
finest, most educated gentlemen, all alumni of a very 
prestigious school. I reproduce the “letter” I wrote to my 
fellow alumni on that forum: 


“Jokes about Sikhs seem very common, and many think 
nothing of making jokes about Sikhs. The jokes from 
India (especially over the last couple of decades) have 
tended to have malicious intent; many members of the 
majority community deliberately take pleasure in 
making fun of Sikhs. In the name of ‘freedom of speech’ or 
that it is only ‘light fun with no malice intended’ Sikhs are 
told to be more broad-minded. 


Take a moment to reflect upon what I am going to say: 
Sikhism is areligion. There are non-Punjabi Sikhs 
(albeit few in comparison to the Punjabi Sikhs). So when 
you make fun about Sikhs, you actually poke fun at the faith, 
or more precisely the followers of the faith. Sikh jokes 
tend to revolve around the contention that Sikhs are 'simple- 
minded' (in the most derogatory sense of the word), that 
they are buffoons (take a look at Bollywood's portrayal of 
Sikhs). All this implies that when you become a Sikh, or if 
you belong to that faith, you become daft. Think about it. 
Tam sure that no one has seriously thought about it this way 
(and so may well have grounds to plead ‘not guilty’) 


Now look at it all this way: If anyone should think that 
perhaps some Sikhs are overly sensitive (the majority 
community in India thinks ALL Sikhs are overly sensitive), I 
suggest they employ one test: in every joke that uses the 
word Sikh insert Hindu/Christian/Muslim/Buddhist/Jain, etc 
as the case may be, and see if you still think it is funny and 
that you will not be offended - be honest! 


All this does not mean that I do not enjoy 'Sikh' jokes 
(however 'sick' they may be), all I ask is that you balance 
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the issue by having jokes about other faiths, be a little 
circumspect when you go about with the jokes; donot go 
overboard. 


The overwhelmingly non-Sikh members (from the majority 
community of my country), as one, responded with words to 
the effect: Thank you for pointing this out to us. You quite 
rightly observed that we never looked at things that way. You 
have made a contribution to our sense of understanding and 
thereby to the nation.” 


I do not expect a similar, or even remotely close, response 
from India. How can I, when even after more than two 
decades the families of the thousands of Sikhs murdered in 
1984 have not seen justice? Besides we are all too familiar 
with the failure of India to keep the promises made to the 
Sikhs by Nehru and Gandhi (India’s “Chacha” and “Bapw’) 
despite the massive contribution and sacrifices of the Sikhs 
towards India’s struggle for independence. But I can hope 
that the movie moguls of Bollywood, at least, will help their 
nation by having a more balanced portrayal of Sikhs. It is not 
the Sikhs who are overly-sensitive, it is Bollywood that is in- 


sensitive. Dr Sarjeet Singh Sidhu, sarjeetsidhu@gmail.com 
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SIKH IN THE SWEDISH ARMY 
Panthic Weekly News Bureau, Sunday 25th September, 2005 





Stockholm, Sweden (KP) - In April 2003, Swedish born Jaspal 
Singh applied to join the Swedish military defense service at the 
age of 19 years old, after completing his education. Jaspal Singh 
is a proud Sikh with a supportive Gursikh family. He applied to 
the join military service wearing his dastar (turban) and with his 
untied flowing beard. Jaspal Singh surprised the military officers 
when he turned up at the military defense service in Karlskrona 
with kesh (unshorn hair) and dastar tied on his head. In a climate 
when governments and authorities are discriminating against the 
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religious attire and symbols, and imposing restrictions, the 
Swedish army made a positive move by allowing and 
respecting the Sikh dastar and distinct appearance. This move 
was warmly welcomed by the Sikh Community of Sweden and 
Stockholm Gurdwara Sahib. 


Jaspal Singh completed his 17 weeks basic military service 
training on 8th April 2005. Finishing the military basic 
training, Jaspal Singh chose to study Medicine. He is set to 
graduate and receive a Diploma from the Army on 13th 
January 2006. Completing the full training and graduating from 
the Swedish Army will mean that Jaspal Singh will be on call 
to assist the Swedish Army during an attack or when his nation 
requires assistance. 


During spring 2003, a young Muslim lady was rejected from 
enlisting in a truck brigade within the voluntary defense unit, 
because of her headscarf or hijab. However, when this issue of 
discrimination was highlighted, new guidelines were 
implemented. Now it is permitted for military staff to wear a 
dastar (turban), skull-cap, and a headscarf though the latter two 
need to be worn underneath the uniform hat when outdoors. 
The attitude is clear from the defense’s point of view, at least in 
theory. However, in practice the insecurity still runs high. 
When Jaspal Singh appeared at the regiment, Mats Norrman 
got a phone call from Karlskrona. The army had knowledge of 
the Sikh dastar as result of a liaison between Stockholm 
Gurdwara and the army. Bhai Darshan Singh has been active 
member of the Sikh community explaining Sikhi and building 
understanding within the Swedish community. However, the 
officers in command wondered about the Kirpan, which is one 
of the five articles of faith that a practicing Sikh always wears. 


“T told [Jaspal Singh] that the Kirpan is 
allowed to be worn as long as it is 
undemeath the uniform’, Mats Norrman 
said. Jaspal Singh did not notice anything 
about the great stir. It wasn't until Jaspal 
Singh left that he found out about the 
telephone call to the headquarters. In the 
workplace, several laws grant protection 
from discrimination. The equality law is 
complemented by three laws implemented in 
1999, which protect from discrimination due 
to religion, ethnic origin, functional 
disability, or gender. An employer who 
rejects a person for wearing any head garment like a scarf or 
turban must himself argue the existence of a reasonable and 
plausible condition. “There can be security reasons,” says, Dan 
Isaksson, Judge of Appeal and Secretary of the Discrimination 
Committee at the Justice Department. However, Jaspal Singh 
got on well and enjoyed military service. In seven weeks, he 
learned how to handle weapons, discipline, respect, and how to 
adjust in an open field. “It was never a problem. When we wore 
our uniform, we were supposed to wear a cap; however, I wore 
my dastar. After a while, I changed and wore a green dastar 
instead, since it fits better [with the military uniform],” he said. 
Jaspal Singh has been active in the small Sikh community of 
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Stockholm. Last July Jaspal Singh and Jasmeet Kaur with other 
youngsters organised a Gurmat camp for children. Also Jaspal 
Singh teaches children Gatka (Sikh martial art). May all be 
inspired and proud of Jaspal Singh's achievements and the strong 
faith and confidence he demonstrated in completing his basic 
military training while keeping the Sikh Rehat (discipline) with 
his head held high. 

The editors can be reached at editors@panthic.org 


<mailto:editors@panthic.org> 
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SIKHS IN NORWAY 
Punjabis keen to end bias in govt. jobs in Norway 
Sarbjit DhaliwalTribune News Service, Chandigarh, August 14, 2005 

Though Indians have token presence in Norway, yet they have 
earned a respectable place among Norwegians. Indians are 
playing a significant role in the medical services of that country. 
Among the 7000 Indians, 90 per cent are Punjabis. There are 
about 200 Punjabi doctors in Norway. In fact, there are NRI 
doctor families. For example, Mr Amarjit Singh’s son and 
daughter, daughter-in-law are all doctors. Mr Zorawar Singh, a 
Punjabi boy, has achieved the distinction of being the first 
Indian to join the Norwegiani Air Force as a Captain. 





Mr Surjit Singh, President of the Indian Welfare Society, 
Norway, who acts as a livewire between the Norway 
Government and Indian settlers there, told The Tribune in an 
interview here that now the NRIs were also making their 
presence felt in other professional services. “Our children are 
mentally far sharper and intelligent. They are highly qualified 
and have a good image because they have not fallen prey to 
gangsterism and drugs yet”, says Surjit Singh, who migrated to 
Norway in 1973 from Bhadurgarh Chhanna village, near 
Devigarh( Patiala). 


Mr Surjit Singh, who is also a social and political activist, says 
that now NRIs have built up a strong case for their entry in the 
mainstream civil services of Norway. “ We have a feeling that 
our entry in these services is somehow blocked. Indians feel that 
Indians are discriminated while selecting people for civil jobs’, 
he added. Only one NRI, Ms Neeta Kapoor, holds a director 
level post in the government there. In political arena, Indians are 
not that active in Norway. “NRIs do take part in politics but at 
the lower level. It is not Like Canada or the UK where they are 
holding high offices,” adds Mr Surjit Singh. The issue of 
discrimination has been taken up with all the main political 
parties of Norway and they have assured to do away with the 
bias, he added. He is close to Ms Kristin Halvorsen, Head of the 
Socialist Leftist Party. Ms Kristin is said to be highly talented 
and considered future leader of that country. Accompanied by 
Mr Surjit Singh, She visited the Harmandir Sahib recently. 


Whenever India faces crisis or natural calamity, Indians send 
financial help liberally from Norway. “We sent Rs | million to 
PMs Relief Fund during Kargil war”, says Mr Surjit Singh, a 
staunch nationalist, who has relentlessly fought against radical 
Sikhs. At one stage radical Sikhs had stopped the entry of Surjit 
Singh in a gurdwara at Oslo, the capital of Norway. He has 
brought many Sikh youths, who had gone astray to the 
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mainstream and also got their names removed from the black 
list, which was prepared by the Union Government. 


Every year, Indians hold a three day cultural-cum-sports 
festival in Oslo from August 19 to 21. They also organise an 
exhibition of portraits of Indian freedom fighters, Babbar 
Akalis and legendary martyrs such as Shaheed Bhagat Singh, 
Kartar Singh Saraba and Shaheed Udham Singh. The 
Norwegian Government had been giving financial support to 
teach Punjabi in Oslo. However, it was discontinued recently. “ 
We are trying to revive it”, said Mr Surjit Singh. However, in 
the Guru Nanak Gurdwara in Oslo, Punjabi, Hindi and Urdu is 


taught. 
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SIKHS IN FRANCE 
UNITED SIKHS FRANCE, PARIS December 9, 2005 
Photo with turban: the Sikh concerned will go "until the end", or will leave. 


The Sikh man from Sarcelles, Val d’Oise in France, who had 
sought justice to be allowed to keep his turban on the 
photograph of its driving licence, said on Friday, that he will 
fight "until the end". He says, if he is not granted justice, he 
will leave France and seek political asylum in another country. 
"We will fight for this cause until the end. If things don’t go the 
right way, I will ask for political asylum in any country ", 
declared Shingara Singh Mann at a press conference in Paris. 


Shingara Singh Mann had urged the Council or State for an 
urgent intervention. On Monday, the Council of State had ruled 
that the refusal of the prefect to accept his photograph was not 
valid. But according to the court, it’s decision in Mann’s favour 
came as a consequence of its ruling that the police prefecture 
had based its refusal to grant a license to Mann on grounds that 
were not valid. The court clarified that its decision was not 
concerned with whether or not Mann had the right to keep the 
turban. 


The police prefecture had based it’s decision on the a 1999 
decree of the Ministry of Interior, whereas it should have 
referred to a decree of the Ministry for Transport, that in fact 
states nothing related to the driving licence. However the 
Ministry for Transport promptly came out with a similar 
decree on Wednesday- stating that the photographs on driving 
licenses must be “frontal and with the head uncovered.” This 
would reduce any chances of Mr Singh benefitting from the 
ruling. 


"I am shocked", said Mr Mann on Friday t. "For a baptized sikh 
like me, it is impossible to remove the turban. I would rather 
let my head be sacrificed than to pose for a photograh with my 
head uncovered”. Mr. Singh, who is 49yrs old is a french 
citizen, had no difficulty in getting an identity card in 2000. He 
showed the journalists assisting the conference his card with his 
photo in an orange turban. The Consulate of Amsterdam did 
not object to him wearing his turban for the photograph. 


The controversy is far from getting over. The lawyers of Mr. 
Singh are determined to exhaust all the grounds for appeal, 
including the European Human Rights Courts, to put argue his 
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case for what they feel is his right to fair treatment and his right 
to religion. "The question that we will pose is that of the 
proportionality" said Patrice Spinosi. According to them, there 
will be no “benefit from the withdrawal of the turban", as far as 
any help in identification or avoiding chances of falsification are 
concerened. On the other hand, the withdrawal of the turban is a 
serious attack on Shingara Singh Manns sense of dignity and on 
his right to religion. 


Mr Mann’s lawyer explained that by way of comparison, it 
would be completely "proportional" or justified to ask a sikh 
person to leave out the knife when travelling by air, for the sake 
of safety. "What surprises Mr. Singh, is that he has always had a 
driving licence, an identity card and a passport (now expired) 
with photos of him wearing a turban", he added. 


UNITED SIKHS Director in France who is a “white Sikh” 
Kudrat Singh finally added: “We support the Shingara Singh 
Mann’s case from the beginning because we consider Sikhs, as 
any ethnic minority should have the same rights all over the 
world. We know and all experts know these rights are protected 
by international Conventions. The french politicians have only 
won some time. We expect all the white Sikhs in France and in 
the West to stand up now and explain thattheir right to choose 
their religion includes Sikhism”. e-mail: mannvip@gmail.com 
Shingara Singh MANN Kudrat Singh MENIR 

UNITED SIKHS France UNITED SIKHS France 


Tél: 0033616176205 Tél: 0033667719500 
2K OK AK 


SIKHS IN AUSTRALIA 
Force's new look of diversity 
From: Australian, By Alana Buckley-Carr, January 14, 2006 

Navy blue hijabs, loose-fitting shirts and turbans emblazoned 
with the police logo will be part of a new range of West 
Australian police uniforms. But the institution of religiously 
appropriate attire to attract to the ranks Muslims and Sikhs was 
lambasted yesterday by the police union and state Opposition. 
Opposition police spokesman Rob Johnson asked if officers 
would also be permitted to interrupt their duties to pray to 
Mecca. 


Victoria and Queensland police have already allowed culturally 
appropriate uniforms for Muslims and Sikhs on a case-by-case 
basis, but West Australian Police are the first to introduce 
blanket uniform exemptions to accommodate religious beliefs. 
Superintendent Duane Bell said under the initiative, officers 
would be allowed to keep their beards or wear shoes made of 
synthetic materials rather than leather in order to remain faithful 
to their customs. "In essence, we recognise that the police 
uniform has been a barrier to people wishing to become police 
officers, from certain ethnic backgrounds," Mr Bell said. 

Turbans and hijabs will remain in keeping with the rest of the 
uniform, emblazoned with the metal police badge and checkered 
hatband. Mr Bell said the hijab would have a velcro section so if 
offenders tried to pull the cloth, it would become loose rather 
than strangling the officer. "If officers have already come in, 
they've had to shave their beard off or take off their turban," he 
said. "We are now open to those officers who might wish to 
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meet those observances." He said the move was aimed at 
increasing police numbers and targeting new recruits from a 
variety of backgrounds. 


But West Australian Police Union spokesman Mike Dean said 
people of different cultural backgrounds should be required to 
meet uniform standards. "Special treatment for special groups 
brings difficulties," he said. Mr Johnson said the public might 
not react kindly to being policed by officers wearing unfamiliar 
uniforms. Historian and author Geoffrey Blainey welcomed the 
initiative, saying it was an experiment and needed to be 
introduced slowly. "This is an experiment and needs to be 
looked at as such," Mr Blainey said. 


Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs Minister Margaret Quirk said 
the Police Service needed more diversity in its ranks. "It is very 
important that the composition of the police is more accurately 


representative of the composition of the community," she said. 
eee ek 


SIKHS IN U. K. 

Making Sikhs Visible To Decision Makers 
Last week a major conference took place at City Hall in central 
London organised by the Sikh Federation (UK) and hosted by 
the Mayor of London, Ken Livingstone. Around 100 
Gurdwaras and Sikh organisations sent delegates with 
representatives from government departments, such as the 
Home Office, Cabinet Office, Office of the Deputy Prime 
Minister and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and 
national agencies such as the Charity Commission, Passport 
Office and Office of the Commissioner for Public 
Appointments. 


The conference titled 'Making Sikhs Visible to Decision 
Makers' was addressed by the Mayor. He spoke about the 
background to the conference and the importance for decision 
makers to recognise the needs of the Sikh community who 
make a huge contribution not only in London, but throughout 
the UK. The purpose of the conference was to raise awareness 
within decision making bodies about the Sikh community and 
consider key issues and concerns faced by the community 
today. 


Last year the Mayor met with Sikh representatives at a meeting 
organised by the Sikh Federation to discuss the need to 
organise the first ever conference to promote greater 
recognition and understanding of the Sikh identity. The Mayor 
committed to work with representatives from the Sikh 
community to encourage public bodies to recognise and 
monitor Sikhs as a separate and distinct ethnic minority for the 
purposes of the Race Relations (Amendment) Act. As a first 
and important step he agreed that the Greater London Authority 
(GLA), Transport for London (TfL) and the London 
Development Agency (LDA) would set an example and start to 
separately monitor Sikhs for not only employment purposes, 
but also as regards monitoring so there is fair provision of 
public services. 


Sukhvinder Singh from the Sikh Federation (UK) spoke after 
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the Mayor and provided some background to the day, 
highlighting some of the key issues to be covered and setting the 
scene for the remainder of the day. Ravinder Kaur from Young 
Sikhs (UK) then spoke of the enormous contribution of Sikhs 
reminding those present about the long Anglo-Sikh history, the 
importance of the Sikh identity, prominent British Sikh figures 
and the contribution of Sikhs to mankind. The first session was 
concluded by Detective Kolhi a representative from the 
Metropolitan Police Sikh Association (MPSA) and currently 
working in CID. He spoke about his experience as a visible Sikh 
working in the Met for the last 16 years and the role of the 
MPSA. 


Dr Harkirtan Singh-Raud, widely tipped to become the first 
visible Sikh to enter the UK Parliament began the next session 
on 'Key issues facing Sikhs today'. He presented well researched 
evidence to show Sikhs were the largest and most visible ethnic 
minority. This left those present in no doubt that public bodies 
needed to start separately monitoring Sikhs as soon as possible. 


Rob Marris MP, Chair of the All Party Parliamentary Group for 
UK Sikhs made clear that there was overwhelming cross party 
support for Sikhs to be separately monitored and for the Sikh 
identity to be properly understood and safeguarded. Dominic 
Grieve MP, the Shadow Attorney General reminded decision 
makers from public bodies the legal justification for Sikhs to be 
separately recognised and monitored on the basis of the 1983 
Mandla v Lee decision in the House of Lords. 


In the afternoon the conference touched upon the European 
challenge to the British model of diversity and how this was 
causing difficulties for Sikhs not only in mainland Europe, but 
also Sikhs in the UK. The freedom of Sikhs to travel across 
Europe was being compromised and European regulations were 
also affecting the rights of Sikhs to freely practice their faith in 
the UK. Stephen Grosz, one of the leading human rights 
solicitors in the country outlined the European challenge. He 
was followed by Mejindarpal Kaur from United Sikhs who gave 
examples where Sikhs in the UK were facing difficulties 
involving their identity. The conference then heard a passionate 
appeal from Karamvir Singh who travelled from France to 
highlight the discrimination Sikh children and elders were 
increasingly facing. 


The conference was chaired by Dabinderjit Singh who 
concluded by posing a series of simple questions to decision 
makers concerning Sikh numbers and provision of public 
services. He indicted if they were struggling to answer these 
questions it indicted public bodies were failing the Sikh 
community. 


Bhai Amrik Singh, the Chair of the Sikh Federation (UK) said: 
"We are delighted that the conference has given us an 
opportunity to explain to key decision makers why proper 
recognition and monitoring is vitally important, not only to the 
Sikh community but also to public bodies. A report setting out 
the key outcomes from the conference will be shared with 
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national and local decision makers throughout the UK so we 


can push forward in gaining the recognition that we deserve." 
Gurjeet SinghNational Press Secretary, Sikh Federation (UK) 
[Courtesy ANZ-SIKHS@yahoogroups.com on behalf of Jagtar Singh 
[jagtarkhalsa@yahoo.com] Feb.4, 2006. Ed.] 
Te KOK 


FINALLY, A SIKH BECOMES AN OFFICER IN 
PAK ARMY 
Islamabad, December 20, 2005 

A 19-year-old Sikh youth has become the first one from the 
minority community to become an officer in the Pakistan army. 
Harcharan Singh, hailing from the historical Nankana Sahib in 
Lahore province, cleared the Inter-Services Selection Board 
(ISSB) examinations for military services in his second sitting 
this year. “It was the happiest moment in my life when I came 
to know about my selection in the army. I am privileged to 
have this honour which none of my predecessors could ever 
achieve,” Harcharan was quoted as saying by the Dawn today. 





Though many Christians were serving in the Pakistan military, 
neither a Hindu nor a Sikh could ever get selected to the army 
services since the country’s inception, the Dawn said. Singh, 
who has passed FSc (a pre-engineering course), was a little 
“sceptical” this year while attending the ISSB preliminary 
exams thinking that such tests were “not meant for Sikhs” as he 
could not get through last year. “This year I got through the 
preliminary phase and appeared in the ISSB test. However, I 
was mentally prepared to take admission in BA Architecture,” 
he said. 


He said fellow Sikhs “really felt proud” about him when they 
heard the news. “My selection has changed a perception and 
now people believe that young Sikhs have a fair chance to join 


the country’s most prestigious institutions.” —PTI 
ek 22 


SAFMA SECY-GEN APOLOGISES FOR 


PARTITION CARNAGE 

Tribune News Service, Chandigarh, January 9, 2006 
The Secretary-General of the South Asian Free Media 
Association, Mr Imtiaz Alam, today gave a new meaning to the 
fast-changing India-Pakistan relationship. He chose to say: “ 
We are sorry for the carnage during Partition.” “I had to take 
this burden of history off my back”, he went on to add amidst 
thunderous applause. He was speaking at a special session, 
“Punjab-Punjab consultation: exploring complementarities” 
organised by SAFMA and the Chandigarh Press Club here. Mr 
Alam, who is based in Lahore, said the border of the countries 
should present opportunities in trade and not represent conflict. 
People in the two nations have had very deep emotional 
connections for the past several centuries and a 60-year-old 
history of Partition should not be allowed to obliterate this 
bond. 


“We have common links and should have a common agenda 
and the links that date back to Harrapan times should be 
restored.” Mr Alam made sure he spoke up for the states 
adjoining Punjab but made sure he was politically correct. He 
said “trade with Pakistan will not only help Punjab. It will help 
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Haryana and Himachal Pradesh also”. There was no mention of 
Jammu and Kashmir. He said that group visas for tourists 
between the two countries would be a reality soon. He was in 
favour of more frequent bus services between the two countries. 


Participating in the session were leading economists from both 
countries. Mr Shahid Kardar from Pakistan was candid enough 
to admit that the lower literacy rates in Pakistani Punjab and the 
high number of people living below the poverty line were a 
cause of worry. He said Pakistan could use Indian seeds, which 
were very good, while India looked to modify labour laws as 
was done in Pakistan. He pointed out that employment 
opportunities were shrinking in Indian Punjab while in Pakistani 
Punjab real earnings had declined. He dismissed fears of 
Pakistani industry that it would be affected in the case of more 
free trade with India. 


Mr G.K. Chadda, Member, Economic Advisory Group to the 
Indian Prime Minister, said cooperation between the two 
Punjabs had to be seen within the framework of the larger 
national picture while Pakistan could pick up tips to be a first- 
rate knowledge economy from India and also a manufacturing 
economy. “Intellectuals matter in a country”, he said, adding that 
people should not keep carrying the burden of history and look 
at things optimistically. The Director of the Institute of 
Development Communication, Dr Pramod Kumar reminded the 
audience that cultural ties would help boost economic ties also. 
Already, the two countries had a “trust deficit” that needed to be 
overcome. The president of the Press Club, Mr. Jagtar Singh 
Sidhu, asked SAFMA to intervene and allow the sale of 
newspapers in each others’ territory. 

eee eK 


GURKHA CHILDREN EMBRACE SIKHISM 
Varinder Walia, Tribune News Service, Amritsar, October 27, 2005 
Singing hymns from Guru Granth Sahib, playing tabla and 
reciting Gurbani and conversation in chaste Punjabi by 
‘Kanchas’ (Gurkha children) from hilly Kingdom of Nepal may 

seem unusual. 


Nobody can imagine that earlier name of Parkash Singh could be 
Om Parkash and Amritpal Singh was once Munish, both hailing 
from Nepal. The Central Khalsa Orphanage (CKO) run by the 
Chief Khalsa Diwan is home to 175 children, including 
Nepalese, who were rendered orphans. It goes to the credit of the 
Chief Khalsa Diwan that the orphans are admitted to the 
orphanage without any consideration of caste or creed. The 
orphanage has the credit of producing Shaheed Udham Singh, 
who remained there from 1907 to 1919. The orphanage, which 
started with one child brought from Sindh (Pakistan) by Mr 
Harbans Singh Attari, celebrates its anniversary tomorrow — 
October 28, here. Mr Charnjit Singh Chadha, President Chief 
Khalsa Diwan said many ‘Kanchas’, brought up in its orphanage 
had been propagating Sikhism in various parts of the world. 
Many of them were also absorbed in the SGPC. They are so 
devoted to Sikhism that most of the Sikh organisations including 
the Shiromani Committee exempted them from required tests. 
He said that as per the constitution of the orphanage, only 
children above six years were admitted. 
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Mr Chadha said it was mandatory for every inmate to attain 
education up to matriculation. For this, the orphanage runs a 
school till class while they join Khalsa school for higher 
education. Mr Chadha said that besides education, training in 
musical instruments and shabad kirtans, musical instruments 
like tabla, harmonium, dilruba, sitar is imparted to the students 
in this seminary. This institution gave the Sikh community 
eminent ragis like Bhai Santa Singh, Bhai Gopal Singh, Bhai 
Gurmej Singh, Singh Sahib Bhai Fateh. Other alumni of repute, 
include musician Dalip Chander Bedi and Principal S. S. Amol. 
Most of the students of the centre, however, end up becoming 
raagis, kirtaniyas and preachers. 


The latest comer is Pardeep Singh (previous name Pardeep 
Kumar) whose name was recommended by the Gurdwara 
Singh Sabha, Nepal. Mann Bahadur has been rechristened 
Bahadur Singh. Another student of orphanage is Vinod Singh 
(previous name Vinod Kumar). While most of the old 
converted Sikh students have forgotten their mother tongue - 
Nepali with the passage of time. They say they hardly visit 
Nepal due to the ‘communication gap’ that virtually has 
separated them from their roots. 
eee ek 


THE GREAT LIBERATION 
Darshan Singh Grewal 

When one of my favorite thought, emotion, or worry comes up, 
I like to get really involved with it. Sometimes I entertain this 
worry for a long time and the end result is walking around with 
a long face. It seems so real and so natural to worry about than 
to simply dismiss it by handing it over to GOD. When I am 
totally immersed in a state of self-pity which is the ultimate ego 
trip and it usually does no good for rny ego to be reminded that 
a simple cheerful way is to seek GOD. Someone told me that 
you don't have to find GOD but only seek GOD who will dispel 
worry, anxiety, and rotten feelings. Because of my morbid 
attitude, at this point I have no interest in thinking cheerfully or 
in feeling good. I even get defensive and give logical 
arguments for the way I feel by blaming all my failings, 
sufferings, maladies, strifes, worries, and sorrows on GOD. 
Here is a letter from GOD which someone shared with me 
(Original source unknown): 


Today I will be handling all of your problems. Please 
remember that I do not need your help. If life happens to 
deliver a situation to you that you can not handle, do not 
attempt to resolve it. Kindly put it in the SFGTD (Something 
for GOD to do) box. It will be addressed in MY TIME, not 
yours. Once the matter is placed into the box, do not hold on to 
it. If you find yourself stuck in traffic, don’t despair. There are 
people in this world for whom driving is an unheard privilege. 
Should you have a bad day at work, think of the man who has 
been out of work for years. 


Should you despair over a relationship gone bad, think of the 
person who has never known what it's like to love and be loved 


in return. 


Should you grieve the passing of another week-end, think of 
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the woman in dire straits, working twelve hours a day, seven 
days a week to feed her children. 

Should your car break down, leaving you miles away from 
assistance, think of the paraplegic who would love the 
opportunity to take that walk. 


Should you notice a new gray hair in the mirror, think of the 
cancer patient in chemo who wishes she had hair to examine. 


Should you find yourself at a loss and pondering what is life all 
about, asking what is my purpose, be thankful. There are those 
who didn't live long enough to get the opportunity. 


Should you find yourself the victim of other people's bitterness, 
ignorance, smallness, or insecurities, remember things could be 
worse. You could be them! 


Should you decide to send this to a friend, you might brighten 
someone's day! 


If we think about how good life is, if we are appreciative and 
have some real gratitude for all GOD has given us, then things 
will go right for us and our every need will be met. The feeling 
of gratitude has a special power, for it corresponds to the 
consciousness of being connected to the source. Gratitude for 
what we already have tends to expand the channels of supply. 
Resentment or bitterness for "things not going well" and habitual 
cranky complaints tend to repel all opportunities or avenues for 
improvement. 


For this reason, two people can be in the same place at the same 
time, exposed to the same conditions and circumstances, but 
because of their differing states of mind (Gunnukh/Manmukh), 
one will experience happiness while the other experiences 
unhappiness. "GOD instinctively completes the task of those 
who submit to His will. When other people try to imitate the 
efforts of those who are saved by grace, they get surprisingly 
disappointed (as they do not understand why they have failed 
using the same technique)". 


If we could only grasp that this creation belongs to GOD and not 
to us, most of our troubles and conflicts could cease to exist. 
They are just passing show. Juat enjoy the play. Don't get caught 
up in things. Let go of the temporary and be free from pain. 
Participate in this play without being really involved. 


When I think that effort is required to cause certain things to 
happen and that everything depends on me, I lack right 
understanding. Life unfolds and is governed by Divine laws. 
Pain and sufferings are part of this unfolding, As long as I insist 
on being in charge, thinking that I know better than GOD, what 
should happen and not happen, my path is filled with obstacles 
and sufferings. Once I surrender, once I turn over the controls to 
Him than depending upon my limited mind and _ personal 
motives, life becomes very simple, I experience a harmonious 
flow in all things. Then I can perform all my actions, but leave 
the fruits to GOD because I don't see His overall scheme of 
things. I can't do more anyway. 
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Fa Ba Hat Adt adi Sa wa aA Sa Sd AGI 
aa Ast At fufe Afeisa ys aa Asta orfen (aets At ) 


He is everywhere. He is in every direction I turn. He is there. 
Wherever I go, He is also there. There is not a place, there is 
not a thing, there is not a person in whom He does not exist. 

So here is a simple formula for peace of mind:- 

In happy moments, in difficult moments, in quiet moments in 
painful moments, every moment praise GOD, seek GOD, 
worship GOD, trust GOD, thank GOD. 

[Darshan Singh Grewal would appreciate sharing Gurbani Vichar with 
interested parties through letters. His mailing address is: 


E-81722, 510-1-43U, P.O.Box 9, Avenal, CA 93204. ED.] 
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A GOOD DEED BY UNITED SIKHS 

Partap Singh and Family Leave Peru to Begin a New Life In India 

Friday, 09 December 2005; 26th Maghar (Samvat 537 Nanakshahi) 
Cochin, Kerala, India - After a 4-year lonely struggle fighting 
mistaken identity and ignorance and facing extreme difficulties, 
Partap Singh decided that enough was enough. After trying all 
possible honest means in providing for his family while not 
compromising Sikh principles, he turned to the Sikh 
community for help in September of 2005. He contacted 
UNITED SIKHS, which recognized his distressful situation 
and offered to come to his aid after thoroughly analyzing and 
verifying his circumstances. Three months after the initial plea 
for assistance, Partap Singh and his family has been relocated 
to Cochin, Kerala, where he envisions that his multilingual 
talent and experience within the tourism industry will fulfill his 
worldly needs and where the sizeable Sikh community will 
fulfill his and his family’s spiritual needs. 


Click below for the Community Voice describing Partap Singh’s original 
situation: www.unitedsikhs.org/PressReleases/COMVCE-29-09-2005-0.htm 





Partap Singh and family said goodbye to Peru and arrived in 
Mumbai on November 17, 2005. Three vans and several Sikhs 
stood in anticipation at the airport to transport the whole family 
to the Singh Sabha Gurdwara in Dadar. It had been over a 
decade since he had visited a Gurdwara and been with a Sikh 
congregation. It was also the first time his Peruvian-born 
family had seen a Gurdwara. After a few days stay, they moved 
on to the Singh Sabha Gurdwara in Cochin, where local Sangat 
is currently looking after them until a residence is found. 





Picture: Partap Singh and Family — A Ray of Hope 
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"I will always remember the sewa UNITED SIKHS has done for 
me," commented Partap Singh. “I was nervous and felt defeated 
but after being dejected after several pleas, suddenly UNITED 
SIKHS was there”. “I still remember the words of Kuldip Singh 
when he said, ‘Don’t worry, Partap Singh Ji, you are not alone. 
The whole Sikh Kaum (community) is standing behind you.’ 
Today I know that they made it possible for me, and the Kaum is 
truly standing behind me. As soon as I am capable, I will repay 
the Kaum several times back and dedicate my life to helping 
others in distress”, he added. 


Partap Singh says that through his troubled times in Lima, Peru 
the only thing that kept him going was the thought of how Guru 
Gobind Singh spent his difficult days in the jungles of 
Macchiwada and how Guru Arjan stood the heat of a burning 
hot plate for five long days and nights without giving in to 
defeat. “Sikhism is so wonderful!” he exclaims. “It makes 
hardships go by without flinching and then the Guru does always 
take care of you eventually.” His family thanks everyone who 
provided support; physically, emotionally, financially and 
psychologically. He says that the Sikh community will always 
be in his prayers, until his very last breath. 


With the help of donations from the Sikh community, 
UNITED SIKHS was able to pay Partap Singh’s expenses for 
three months before leaving Peru, for his wife’s abdominal 
surgery, their nine months of unpaid rent, take care of the 
family’s travel expenses to India, and settle the family in India 
including ample startup funds. Also, since the appeal went out, 
numerous people in the travel industry have contacted Partap 
Singh, providing him with many opportunities with his travel 
career. 


UNITED SIKHS was overwhelmed by the caring response of 
the Sikh community since the original Community Appeal went 
out in late September. Sikhs from around the world opened their 
hearts. There were cash donations, frequent flier miles 
donations, personal visits, moral encouragement, pro bono offers 
to assist in US Asylum, and offers to help him stay in Peru by 
taking care of his living expenses for life. UNITED SIKHS 
would like to express our sincere gratitude to all those who 
donated whatever resources they could to aid Partap Singh and 
his family. 

Please contact us by email at: helppartapsingh@unitedsikhs.org with the 
subject “Project Partap Singh” with any questions or comments. Please visit 
our website www.unitedsikhs.org for details of current projects. 

Please join the PR UNITEDSIKHS-subscribe@yahoogroups.com if you 
wish to receive regular updates on this and other issues raised by 
UNITED SIKHS. 

Issued by: Gurmeet Kaur, Project Coordinator UNITED SIKHS, 1 (678) 
232 6780 or Toll-free: 1-888-243-169 
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URGENT NEED FOR TRANSLATION OF GGS 
INTO OTHER LANGUAGES 


Yesterday I took Paschim Express to Phagwara and sat in the 
reserved sleeper coach. Passengers traveling in the compartment 
were Marathi and Gujrati families from Bombay. Mani Bhai 
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Vaghela a BMC clerk started discussions with me (I have a 
working knowledge of Gujrati). Naturally I was more 
concerned about his views on Amritsar and Punjab and Sikhs. 
Vaghela had first been to Vaishno Devi Temple near Jammu. 
His experience on visit to 'Golden Temple’ was a 'memorable' 
one. They stayed in the Sarai free of rent and enjoyed the 
langar. There is a bus service to station as well and that too 
free. Vaghela was all grateful. He had no fear while in Amritsar 
but was panicked at Jammu. 


Says Vaghela, "I also presented Rs. 20 at Harimandir," He 
continues, "Sardarji, it is a nice way to community service. I 
just stayed for Rs.20 and no one asked more," says Vaghela. 
"Sardarji yours is a great faith. But I am sorry. I have been 
around the temple to find out some book or booklet on Sikhism 
in Gujrati. I saw most of the shops around. But found none. 
Sardarji if you are writer why don't you people have literature 
for the visitors." 


Naturally I had to say:- "Mr. Vaghela the Sikh pilgrims 
regularly pay the price of such booklets to the managers for 
free distribution among the visitors. But you know another evil 
called corruption has entered into the body politics and its 
fashion is coming from your side. Politicians have now got to 
pay the price of votes. Where do those poor people arrange 
those crores of Rupees. Naturally our Badals are sacrificing 
those values. I am sorry I can't promise you supply in 
immediate future. But surely you will get those if you visit after 
10 years from now." I hope my people will not prove me 
wrong. Chakar Neech, B.S.Goraya, Amritsar 
[We find B.S.Goraya's anecdote very touching, sad, true state of affairs 
today and yet full of hope. Ten years in a nation's life is not long. Let us 
start a dialogue in devising systems to create and choose our own leaders. 
We might be surprised at the wealth of dormant leadership among us. Let 
us use the Internet to achieve that goal. It is also very important to expose 
the deeds of our current leaders by naming them. Ed.] 
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GURU GRANTH - GURU PANTH 
the man in blue 
harjindersinghkhalsa@yahoo.co.uk 
This article was written for a seminar on the above theme 
organised by the Institute of Sikh Studies (Chandigarh) at the 
Kanthala Singh Sabha Gurdwara in 2004. 





When I lived in Panjab, and started on the path of becoming 
Guru’s Sikh, I was taught that Guru Gobind Singh told us that 
after his passing away ‘Guru Granth — Guru Panth’ would 
succeed the human Gurus. I do not know if this statement can 
be found in any writings attributed to Tenth Guru, or if any 
other writer recorded his statement. Whatever is the case, 
everybody seems to accept that this is what Guru said, although 
many Sikhs ignore his injunction in their daily practice. 


The advantage of being a new Sikh, of non-Panjabi 
background, is that without being conditioned by tradition, I 
can look at what happens in the Panth and compare it with the 
teachings of Sri Guru Granth Sahib, and the example set by the 
way our Gurus lived their lives. 
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Let us start by analysing the four words that make up the theme 
of this seminar. The word Guru figures twice, and it means 
bringer of light into darkness; a Granth is a book, a substantial 
book, and Panth means path or way. I think that makes the 
position clear, the two aspects of the post 1708 Sikh Guru are 1) 
the Book that is the Bringer of Light (Vahiguru’s light) into 
darkness, and 2) those that are on the path indicated by Vahiguru 
through the writings of the Gurus, the Bhagats, the Bhatts that 
are included in Sri Guru Granth Sahib. 


Of this Guru Granth — Guru Panth combine we do not need to 
discuss Sri Guru Granth Sahib at great length. Not even 
McLeodians deny the existence of Guru Granth Sahib, and those 
that do not recognise Guru Granth Sahib as their eternal Guru, 
and run after Sant Babas, or even Satgurus instead, might be 
excellent people otherwise, but they are not Sikhs. 


There are groups that claim to be within mainstream Sikhi, but 
who seem to prefer the teaching of their founder to that of Sri 
Guru Granth Sahib. Others think that the power of our Gurus 
comes from their descent of a legendary king. Guru’s power of 
course comes from the King of Kings, the One, the Formless, the 
Stainless, the Fearless. 


For many Sikhs these days Guru Granth Sahib is more of an idol 
than an actual Guru. Guru will be served by trying to follow the 
teachings. I am all in favour of paying respect to Guru in the 
Gurdwara, wrapping Guru up in a beautiful Ramal, waving the 
Chaur Sahib over Guru, or putting Guru on a ‘throne’. But it is 
the not the object, that a Sikh should venerate, the teachings 
should be venerated, and this is done by applying these 
teachings in our lives. 


Having made this clear, let us go back to the combination Guru 
Granth — Guru Panth. The Guru Panth is that body of people that 
follows Guru’s teachings, which is infused with Vahiguru’s 
light. I think that there is a chain of events involved : Vahiguru 
infused his Light into our Gurus, and into the Bhagats 
(Devotees) whose writings are in Sri Guru Granth Sahib, that 
Light is to be found in the Sabad-Guru, in Sri Guru Granth 
Sahib, and from there it enters those that are on Guru’s Path, the 
Guru Panth. 


The sabads have played an important role in Sikhi from the days 
of Guru Nanak, and we are told that Guru Arjan started the 
tradition of putting the Granth above the sangat, and that 
included him. Guru Gobind Singh formalised this process. 


We now turn to my main concern, and I am sure the main 
concern of most people contributing to this seminar : the present 
state of the Guru Panth. 


On one level I do not think that much has changed : There has 
always been only a limited number of people that come forward 
to pledge their full commitment. Even on Vaisakh 1699 Guru 
Gobind Singh did not turn all Sikhs into Khalsas. There are now 
fewer people that keep their hair and wear a turban out of 
tradition, and that is only healthy. These people have not become 
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patit, as they never were Sikhs. But there are enough people 
who seriously try to follow Guru’s teachings, so there still is a 
Panth, and the potential is there to bring back a fully 
functioning Guru Granth — Guru Panth. 


There are a number of downsides. I already referred to the 
existence of jathabandis, taksals and deras. We are not a 
doctrinal religion. You could argue that in some respects we are 
more a group that follows a path, a way of life, rather than a 
formal religion. But there are a number of essential aspects to 
being a Sikh, and jathabandis tend to be strong on all kind of 
rituals and self-made maryadas, but weak on essential Sikhi. 


These days if you stand for the one Jatha, Guru’s Jatha, and try 
to follow the simple teachings of Sri Guru Granth Sahib, you 
will find yourself in a minority. Many people talk about 
maryadas, rehatnamas and I do not know what else. But the 
simple rules of the Sikh Reht Maryada, as adopted in 1945, are 
depicted as some devious plot by the SGPC, trying to give the 
impression that it is the handiwork of the Badal / Tohra type of 
Jathedars. 


We, the Sikh intellectuals, are at fault, as we do not speak out, 
and hence are not heard. We leave the scene to the deras, 
jathabandis and taksals, and the sangat believes them rather 
than main stream Sikhi. Many of the commercial travellers in 
kirtan and katha that visit the UK have little knowledge and 
less gian, but are experts at making the sangat give money to 
them. 


The message that Sikhi is something that you have to practice 
yourself, that no jathedar or baba can do for you, is less 
lucrative. If you do not want to sing from the hymn sheet 
prescribed by the ‘owners’ of our ‘places of worship’ you will 
find yourself severely out of pocket. 


And this brings us to the main problem in our present day 
panth. I have so far not come across any Gurdwara, which is 
organised along panthic lines. Even when there are annual, bi- 
annual or whatever elections, there is very little real input by 
the sangat. Attend an annual general meeting, and try and ask 
mildly critical questions, and you will find how welcome you 
and your questions are. 


If I compare that with the UK political party of which I am an 
active member there cannot be a greater contrast. The local 
borough party has meetings 6 times a year, and the branches in 
which the borough party is divided, meet every month. It is not 
the chair or the executive that makes policy decisions, that 
authority is with the members. In our Gurdwaré it should be the 
sangat that makes policy decisions, and the prabandhak 
committee the management that implements them. If we 
believe in Guru Panth, then we should be organised based on 
local sangats, which should take the place of the misls of the 
period between 1708 and 1800. 


In those days the Sarbat Khalsa took the decisions. But the 
misls were run on autocratic lines, which made sense, as they 
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were mainly bands of guerrilla warriors. This time the delegates 
to nationwide Sarbat Khalsa meetings, and to the world wide 
Sarbat Khalsa should not be jathedars or pardhans, they should 
be delegates of the sangats, who have received instructions in 
advance on what to say, what to do in the meetings. 


I know that many of you will feel attached to the SGPC, as it 
was the result of the valiant struggle of the Singh Sabha 
movement that ended in 1925. But we should not forget that the 
present semi-state structure, with voters taken from the electoral 
rolls of those parts of India that were part of the pre-1947 
Panjab, was the result of an awkward comprise between the 
Sikhs and the British authorities. Equally, expanding the present 
semi-state structure to a Sarb Hind SGPC is the last thing we 
want. 


The Sikhs should be less afraid to lose the huge income attached 
to so-called Sikh shrines, less attached to marble and gold, and 
more striving to live by, to be attached to Guru’s teachings. The 
reason why organisations like the SGPC and our gurdware, even 
the relatively humble local ones, are so attractive to kursi golak 
types, is because gurdwaré are such great money-spinners. A 
real humble sevadar feels ashamed to be associated with the 
kursi golak brigade, and local politicians and businessmen run 
the roost, not hindered by any real interest in Sikhi. 


Our Gurdwaré make heaps of money out of weddings and 
funerals, and out of performing Akhand Path. The Granthis and 
Ragis, instead of concentrating on their only real role in Sikhi 
(remember, we are not to have priests), teaching the members of 
the sangat how to do path, how to do kirtan, make money out of 
doing ardas, out of going to people’s houses where they 
specialise in high speed mumblings of Sukhmani Sahib, or doing 
kirtan to Bollywood tunes. 


I will keep this paper nice and clean and will not discuss the 
many instants of minor, or even major corruption, that are 
connected to both the management of the local Gurdwaré and 
the so-called Sikh Shrines. In the UK we are trying to gradually 
build up open structures, where all Sikh individuals, Sikh 
organisations and gurdwaré are welcome. The British Sikh 
Consultative Forum tries to be a platform where Sikhs meet, and 
pass on their requests, demands to the government, and 
hopefully for the government to communicate with the Sikh 
organisations through the forum. 


The Sikh Consultative Forum is dominated by Sikhs (those who 
have undergone the initiation with the double-edged sword). 
Most of us speak good English, many of us have good jobs and 
are well settled in the UK. We are seen as radicals, because we 
believe in the Sikh Panth, the Sikh Qaum, and because we want 
to be monitored as Sikhs in the UK’s process of Ethnic 
Monitoring, and not as Afghanis, Pakistanis or Indians. Most of 
our meetings have real debates, real differences of opinion, 
without shouting and screaming. 


We hope that in the long run this will bring about a UK Sarbat 
Khalsa, and we hope that this process will inspire other Sikh 
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communities in North America, Europe, Australia, South East 
Asia, East Africa etc. 


We have no problem with the institution of Akal Takht, but we 
have no faith in jathedars and ‘panj piaré’ that result from 
political appointments, as is the present practice in Panjab. 
Many of us do not think that people from India are to be 
automatically in charge of Sikhi, and we most definitely do not 
want a future Sarb Hind SGPC with one or two token seats for 
Sikhs from outside ‘Hind’. 


Obviously the majority of the Sikhs in the UK still believe that 
anybody who has been appointed in whatever way as the 
Jathedar of Akal Takht has the absolute authority in the panth, 
although that does not stop them following sant babé who are 
even more anti-Gurmat that those in power in Amritsar. 


We must face reality. If we are going to function as Guru Panth 
radical reform is needed. Meetings like this seminar, like the 
recent World Sikh Convention, with all their limitations, are 
more in line with the Guru Panth model, than the pope-like 
powers of the so called jathedars. We have to accept that Sikhi 
is not a church, and that we have no popes, no priests, no 
centralised body. We will hopefully in not too distant a future 
come to a worldwide confederation of Sikh bodies, which 
practice the underlying principles of Sri Guru Granth Sahib, 
and follow the Panthic Reht Maryada. This confederation 
should be led by initiated Sikhs who have learned that the last 
thing an initiated Sikh can be is an autocrat, or a person who 
looks down on others who are not initiated Sikhs, or who are 
not Sikhs at all. 


Finally : we should not forget that the Panth, the Khalsa was 
created for a purpose. Tenth Guru said that he would serve the 
True Khalsa that serves all. We should be a catalyst in all 
societies that we live in, we should be the fighters for truth and 
justice, and our main weapon should be Vahiguru’s love. Two 
percent Sikhs living in present day India, one percent Sikhs 
living in the UK, can make an impact on society, as long as 
they try to truly live like Sikhs. We have to be out there, 


amongst all the children of God, all creation. 
SK OK 


PROF. SAHIB SINGH JI 
[Feb. 16, 1892-Oct. 29, 1977] 
Prof Sahib Singh ji was a Gursikh of very high calibre, who 
made a great contribution to the Singh Sabha movement. Bhai 
Sahib Singh ji was born in a village called Fatehwalli in 
16/02/1892.This village is in Sialkot. His family had come 
from Ram Nagar, which was part of Gujranwal, in Pakistan. 
His father was a shopkeeper in a very poor village. His father's 
name was Hira Nand. Prof Sahib Singh ji was originally named 
Nathu Ram. Soon after Natho Ram was born his family moved 
to another village, named Therpal. Natho Ram obtained his 
schooling from the local Molvee (Muslim preacher). Although 
his father was very poor, he made sure that his son attended 
school and that his fees were paid for. Natho Ram was very 
lucky to meet Molvee Hazrat Khan who encouraged his father 
to make sure that his son attends further education. Due to 
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British rule all further education was in English. Natho Ram did 
very well at school and attained very high marks. Due to this he 
received a scholarship of 6Rs. which was a lot of money in those 
days. Whilst at junior school Natho Ram saw Sikh soldiers and 
was so impressed with them that he decided to keep Kesh. In 
1906, when he was in the ninth grade he became Amritdhari. 
Guru ji blessed him with the name of Sahib Singh. 


It's at this time that Bhai Sahib Singh ji stopped learning Farsi 
and started learning Sanskrit, which later on became very useful 
in understanding Guru Granth Sahib Ji. In 1907 his father passed 
away, which created some financial problems for the family. 
Bhai Sahib Singh was to enter tenth grade, but did not have the 
money to pay the fees. His father's sister sold her jewelry to pay 
the fees. After passing tenth grade, Bhai Sahib joined a local 
school as a teacher with a wage of 10Rs. He wanted to study 
further but did not have any money to pay for higher education. 
He applied for a job with the postal service, got the interview but 
did not have money to travel to where the interview was being 
held. He was very lucky that the person who used to clean their 
house gave him 2Rs. for this task. With Guru Ji’s blessing he 
was offered the post, with an income of 20Rs. Soon Bhai Sahib 
Singh’s desire for higher education became so great that he left 
home with only 2Rs in his pocket. By the time he arrived in 
Lahore he had only 7 paisas in his pocket. He had nowhere to go 
with virtually no money in his pocket. He then remembered that 
there was a teacher he knew named Pundit Vesta Parsad, so 
Sahib Singh decided to go and see him. Pundit ji gave Bhai 
Sahib new clothes and had him admitted to College. Sahib Singh 
Ji passed his FA and BA from this college and started work at 
Frakka College with an income of 75Rs. Later, Bhai Sahib Ji 
joined Gujranwala Khalsa College with a salary of 70Rs. It was 
at this college that he met Bava Harkrishan Singh and Bhai Jodh 
Singh. Sahib Singh's financial situation had improved by this 
time such that he was able to pay back the money that he had 
borrowed in the past. 


In 1921 Bhai Sahib Singh ji became the Assistant General 
Secretary of the SGPC. This was a very brave decision to take 
since this was during the time when Guru Panth was in direct 
confrontation with the British in India. Bhai Sahib Singh took 
part in Guru Ka Bagh Morcha in 1922 and was arrested. In 1923 
Bhai Ji was again arrested when he took part in Jaito da Morcha. 
In 1927 Bhai Ji rejoined Gujranwala College, where he 
stayed until 1936. At this time Bhai ji moved to Amritsar and 
joined the Khalsa College as a lecturer in Punjabi. It was at this 
college that he spent most of his life. At the college he met 
Gursikhs like Prof Teja Singh, Prof Ganda Singh, Bhai Veeram 
Singh and Prof Mohan Singh ji. In 1952 Sahib Singh ji retired 
from this college to take up a post as Principal at Shaheed 
Missionary College, Amritsar. In 1962 Bhai ji left to join his son 
at Sidva Bit near Jagroan. When his son moved to Patiala, Bhai 
ji took classes at Gurmat ollege in Patiala. 


Prof. Sahib Singh was physically a very weak person, often 
afflicted with illnesses. Nonetheless, Prof. Sahib Singh was very 
strong willed and survived all the battles of life. Ultimately, he 
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became very ill, being afflicted with Parkinson's disease. Bhai 
Sahib passed away on 29th of October 1977. 

There are certain things we need to remember from his life. 
Bhai Sahib Ji, by his own free will, decided to keep his Kesh 
and become Amritdhari. By his own free will, Bhai Sahib 
decided to work for the SGPC at a time when most people 
wanted to avoid doing this. Whichever task Prof Sahib Singh 
decided to do, he would put in one hundred percent and was 
willing to face the problems head on. His contribution to the 
Singh Sabha movement is beyond any measure. His 
contribution to Guru Khalsa Panth is also beyond any 
meaningful description. His gift to the Khalsa panth is his 
translation of Sri Guru Granth Sahib and Gurbani Viakaran. To 
date, no other person has produced anything of this nature. On 
top of this he had written over 20 books. Coming from a very 
humble background with extreme poverty and from another 


religion, he has become an example for us_ all. 
Bahadur Singh, b.singh@surrey.ac.uk 
ee ek 


“SIKH PARCHAARIC” OR “FAKE HOLY MAN”? 
Gurmukh Singh - Panthic Weekly Columnist 
Sunday 4th September, 2005 

This week, a video of Bhai Ranjit Singh Dhadrianwale has 
come to light in the public.The youngman who at an early age 
has been renowned as a “Sant” by his followers, became 
popular for his charisma and attracting Sikhs who in large 
numbers by preaching Sikhi. 


On the stage Bhai Ranjit Singh Dhadiranwale has publicly said 
that no one should do matha tekh (bow down) to him and only 
matha tekh to Guru Granth Sahib Ji. He has focused on doing 
Amrit Parchaar and asking youngsters to give up intoxicants. 


Controversy has built around the young Ranjit Singh 
Dhadrianwale who calls himself a “Sant”. His use of Gurbani 
and style of Kirtan has led to accusations that he sings “Kachee 
Baanee” (distorted Gurbaani). Furthermore it has been 
suggested on certain radio stations and by Gurdwara Sahibs 
that Ranjit Singh is only driven by collecting money for 
himself and that he is “fake holy man”. 







A member of the congregation bows to Ranjeet Singh as he places his hand 
on her head to 'bless' her: 
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The recent video of Bhai Ranjit Singh shows him wearing a 
Kalgi (plume) or something similar to it, and sitting on a high 
seat. On the wall behind him is a large painting of himself, and 
in front of his seat is a plastic basket. The video shows how 
Sikhs visiting him put money in the basket, give presents and 
then matha tek to him. Bhai Ranjit Singh shows no hesitation 
when the Sangat matha tekhs to him. He blesses those who bow 
to him by patting them on the head or back. The video shows 
how that Ranjit Singh casually sits on his seat and sometimes 
show little or no interest in those who bow to him with faith and 
sharda. 


We must ask ourselves some hard questions. Firstly, why do 
some people insist on singing “Dharnaas” or Gurbaani mixed 
with their own lyrics rather than singing Gurbaani purely 
without addition or distortion? Is Gurbaani alone not good 
enough? 


Secondly, where does the money go, which is collected by the 
people who call themselves “holy men” and tour America, 
Canada, and the UK? If these people are coming abroad not to 
make money but to preach Gurmat, then why do they need to 
take away thousands and thousands of pounds and dollars raised 
in Gurdwaras abroad? How much of this money has been used 
to give bail to a Sikh sister held by Panjab Police and ensure that 
she doesn’t get raped, tortured and abused while in prison? 


Thirdly, how many of these people have raised their voice for 
the Panth? How many of these “holy men” have used their 
status, connections, and platform to bring to light Panthic issues 
and how Sikh men and women are still languishing in Indian 
jails without trial or case? 


Let us not blindly follow people and not become dependent on 
“sants”, “babas” or anyone other than Guru Granth Sahib Ji. The 
more we become dependent on others, and create middlemen 
between the relationship of us and Waheguru, the more we get 
trapped in situations of abuse, distortion and misdirection. Let 
us wake up as a Panth and unite as one under the umbrella of 
Guru Granth Sahib Ji, and follow the Guru Granth and Guru 
Panth. Gurmukh Singh 


Author can be reached at gurmukh.singh@panthic.org 
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BHAI MOHINDER SINGH JI, PROCLAIMED AS 
A “SIKH SPIRITUAL LEADER IN THE UK”. 





This is an extract from The Jerusalem Post dated Dec. 14, 2005, 
07:53, ‘Leaders of the Sikh faith have arrived in Israel with the 
goal of helping to end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. At the 
head of the delegation of 14 is Bhai Sahib ji Moninder Singh, 
who holds the title of “Keeper of the Golden Temple.” 


And in the ‘Leeds Together for Peace Festival’ held on 
November 27, 2005, Bhai Mohinder was described as one of the 
‘Heroes for Peace’ and the “Sikh Spiritual Leader in the UK. 

In the recent months this particular issue has been explicitly and 
repeatedly brought to the attention to Bhai Mohinder Singh 
before. In my view, such issues do cause a great deal of 
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confusion, unnecessary embarrassment and damage to the Sikh 
Community. Thus, the specified issues need to be ‘nipped in 
the bud’ sooner than later in an appropriate manner. Bearing 
that in mind, the British Sikh Community deserves the right to 
have total transparency in the mysterious circumstances 
surrounding such awards. 


Therefore, in the best interest of the worldwide Sikh 
community, the ‘humble servant of God’, and the ‘Hero for 
Peace’, Bhai Mohinder Singh should show his absolute 
greatness in his laudable service/s to the world community. He 
should now break his silence forthwith and do the honour of 
cleaning the air and enlightening the British Sikh Community 
as to how, when, where and by whom the following two titles 
have been awarded to him:- 

e Sikh Spiritual Leader in the UK 

e The Keeper of the Golden Temple 

Additionally, as the chairperson of GNNSJ, Birmingham, 
Sardar Mohinder Singh, should also explain to the Sikh 
community whether or not he and his organisation truly 
support:- 

(a) The ‘Mainstream Sikh ideology.’ 

(b) ‘The Sikh Rehat Maryada’ — devised by the Sikh 
scholars, published and approved by the SGPC in 
1945. 

(c) Formal letter of agreement* dated 21/12/94, 
concerning the Sikh Rehat Maryada, addressed to the 
then Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht, Amritsar, Professor 
Manjit Singh, signed and sealed by Late Naurang 
Singh of GNNSJ, Birmingham. 

* Taking into consideration this specific letter, late Naurang 
Singh had categorically declared that the seven [7] specified 
anti-Gurmat practices, some of which did not take place at all 
or they had been put right following the meeting with Prof. 
Manjit Singh. Furthermore, he also stated that in future, any 
such practices that contradict the Gurmat philosophy, would 
not be permitted to take place in the institution. Should any 
member of the Sikh community wish to verify or examine the 
document, please do not hesitate to contact the writer. A 
photostat copy of the letter would be provided to the interested 
parties upon written request through The Sikh Times. Thank 


you, Swaran Singh Panesar, Leeds, West Yorkshire, England 
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VEDANTI JI BAS KARO 
Gurpreet Singh Sumra, December 23, 2005 
‘Jathedar’ Vedanti Ji: 
Please perform some panthic duties, which is your 
responsibility and stop insulting the institution of akal Takht, 
otherwise quit from your post and stop making Sikhs a 
laughing stock in front of the whole world. 


A few days back you ex-communicated Joginder Singh of 
Spokesman, he went to court and you said that no Jathedar of 
Akal Takht has ever appeared in court. But Dr. Harjinder Singh 
Dilgeer has issued a press release along with facts that can not 
be refuted that in the past Jathedars have appeared in Court. 
Bhai Ranjit Singh was made Jathedar when he was in Jail and 
appeared in Court many times. In 1924 Jathedar Achhar Singh 
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and Jathedar Udhham Singh went to jail and fought their cases 
in the court. Most recent Jathedar Iqbal Singh of Patna Sahib has 
made numerous rounds of Police Stations and Court. So if a 
pujari is doing something wrong he should appear in Court. 


Then you issued a statement that people who are having 
relations with Joginder Singh will be summoned to Akal Takht. 
Please do not convert this Akal Takht to police station or Court 
and stop ex-communicating people from Sikh Panth for personal 
enmity and at the behest of Badal Inc. and RSS agents. If you 
keep on ex-communicating people at this speed then soon the 
figures can reach thousands. Beware Pujari Vedanti ji, what if 
Sikh Panth ex-communicates you for anti panthic, pro Hindu 
activities and negligence in your duties towards Sikh panth and 
Sikh cause? 


Prominent Sikh scholar Dr. Harjinder Singh Dilgeer has also 
issued a press release that this post of peon of Badal should be 
abolished and this trend of issuing fatwas like Ayatollah 
Khomieni has to be stopped. Now you have again insulted Akal 
Takht in the case of Elections of Delhi Sikh Gurdwara 
Management Committee by acting as a puppet of Badal (mishra) 
and have said that Paramjit Singh Sarna will also be summoned 
to Akal Takht. Have some shame, and stop doing such stupid 
activities. 


Prof. Darshan Singh Khalsa has written you a two page letter 
regarding this DSGMC election row and has doubted your 
intentions. He has also stated that the same people tried to use 
him for the same reasons and so he resigned. It is in The 
Trinune, Dec. 23, 2005. If you have any guts then please 
respond to the letter that why you acted at the behest of anti Sikh 
Badal and justify your stand and fatwa. The people you have ex- 
communicated have been done only because they spoke against 
you, your anti Sikh activities, your anti Gurmat publications and 
your Masters. Though you have no power of ex-communicating 
anyone but still if you want then ex-communicate the following 
people: 


1) Your friend Baba Daljit Singh Chicago wala, who has been 
exposed, and you have received complaints about him. Why are 
you taking so long in this case? So that people forget about it or 
you have some gain in not doing so? If I am not wrong the very 
next day when he was caught in a Motel, your personal Assistant 
immediately issued a statement that it is all lie and Babaji was 
busy in a samagam at that time (of course he was busy in 
samagam at that time).This same Baba Ji’s case for Divorce has 
been rejected by a Ropar court and his wife also came to you 
crying for help. Do you think he is not doing anything wrong? 

2) Bibi Jagir Kaur who is being investigated by the authorities in 
connection with the death of her daughter and also has a case of 
taking money in the college scandal. She even challenged Sikh 
Gurdwara Judicial Commission. Are you blind or is she your 
relative. (Chor uchhaka chaudhry, te gundi run pardhan) 

3) Prakash Kumar (Singh) Mishra (Badal) doing hawans and 
ramayan ke path, doing nothing for Sikh Panth and referring to 
Sikh martyrs in Assembly as terrorists. Shame on you. 
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4) A recent case of Sant Dhadrianwala and Sant Mann Singh 
Pehowa. 

5) Immediately ex-communicate those people who say that 
Sikh Women cannot do Sewa in Darbar Sahib as it is against 
Sikh Rehat Maryada and anti Gurmat. Can you do that? 

6) What about people saying Sikhs are Hindus and are off 
springs of Luv and Kush? 


Stop abusing Akal Takht Sahib and stop these anti Sikh 
activities. If your inner conscious is still not dead, then do 
something for the Panth and stop being a puppet of Badal. Issue 
a Hukamnama to Badal that he should stop his anti Sikh 
activities. Issue a Hukamnama that Sikh women have all the 
rights of doing sewa in Darbar Sahib. Issue a Hukamnama that 
anti Sikh practices like washing the premises of Darbar Sahib 
with Milk or Lassi should be immediately stopped. Issue a 
Hukamnama that there should be no dera, baba, sant or sant 
Samaj. Start working for Sikh Panth, do something for Sikh 
political prisoners languishing in Jails for past 21 years without 
any reason, do something so that the culprits of Nov. 1984 are 
punished for their crimes and take immediate steps for proper 
Dharam Parchar. 


It has been more then two months since the killers of Jaswant 
Singh Khalra have been punished by Court but there has been 
not even a single word from you and Badal. Why not ex- 
communicate KPS Gill? 


A humble request: If you cannot stop these anti Sikh activities 
then please resign from this post. Sikh panth does not need 
Jathedars like you. Jai Shri RAM 


[According to Tribune News Service dated January 5, 2006 Vedanti 
attended the marriage of the daughter of a senior police officer at a 
marriage palace in violation of edict (hukamnama) that directs the Sikh 
Panth not to take Guru Granth Sahib to marriage palace. Some time ago he 
had blessed a couple by mail in a marriage that took place at a hotel in 
Toronto, Canada. Prior to that he had demanded an explanation from this 
writer for having arranged a marriage ceremony in a community center in 
Lodi, California and had singled out SRS Gurdwara in Chicago to warn 
them not to perform marriages away from Gurdwara. To Vedanti double 
standards are part of his character. He also wants to be above the law in his 
legal battle with Joginder Singh, Editor, Spokesman. ED.] 
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“Gg alod ot Hag-dg fAuts” 

Hoe-fasardt ms uduardt-Ae Afoa ‘At Ig aaa ve 
AP HOSA ST HY HSTa HOUST S Jat-TeT (Will of God, Law of 
nature) fed Dut (Satisfied) J & ates a we fRuifenit, Aga 
Bunbast fea dat-get w Aes aga At st fa, fea fasst, forse 
ws foded AH Ut froma ost aT Ao lfasta, Afsag at fA 
larg © He-Hd Gu-uedt wadl-reo fe dt us fhe tue 
FS | 


led 


mA® fea us rt & fimrg ws usuardt sas-nat or 
Htes-uase dt ter der 3180 was fee eft a soret wet tt 
OH BF IS1CT nr norsusgs 5S vise Tg AGS us Test § 
wsHa des vt as 2 & Gn dt sact fee Ase ysis Haas 
Adit at adt norsuce oe fhe age fee golug, mmuet uA 
3 He-efauret et wer ae Sate vallmrs fenrastrs gst 
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deg seo F AUS Te 35187 Hout Adts S OHS HHSe JE HET 
dt mee-rgu famrs § etd vase fee os faSte, Cot vied far 
yard & fort arse ms fa5-3e det wea dt Jat) Geead : 
HOH HIE Cdg Hig ard Ae UTGuaTdt wire I 
Ahr we 2 saat afets ofa fA Sfe fheve i a.df2tove} 
fedt args o fac fa At ag aoe te HOTA, Ae, Tet 
frou dt orn fea Aes SS Afomrg-Aot ct Hofka fyust wet 
‘OC 3 dayne’ sat Hes Suen ( He-4g ) fee fads oT 
wos 3 TESA Agu fesse ast J, 3t Gn fea mu Bert on 
‘sma’ dt eae aot otst a ot gH adt, Hat, Teu-rat fia Fait 
=e fed ue We 2 fa ‘Sa aee ag fA a 3 Be’? 

geez at @sa fest At ‘nee ag Hefs of So" Ines, 
Hee eT ag Tus et wes & feok, Cn aes fu diaz, wz 
Fee ware fee eer fares ot mast 3 Ae ag Ts ag = was 
AHS & fomrs uTust wet ntust Aefs 6 Hee fea Heat dt Hse-TE 
ew fila oe Sfaeta, fad dg & wae 6 fms uded meet Host 
= feami ae og Afsor Auf we, at det St eu ae 2 Adee 
THs wea umuet fieait fea uteass adt fimr Aoetige-age S 
feos & FUSE 3G ot Hou S ae-fmrs us det 3 ws Ga aT- 
fame dt Hout Hes @ wns S wess St myTE gee FI 
ae Fat gous oa 3 gece rt S pre ots fa nas fea 
maT AMes foro tet Z, faa & sao wre 3, v fegas sta! Stax 
feos on fa fon Mies ow usm der fae SF ? at, gate HS 
@sq fest At fa fa&, urat fea Gfamr dfimr au du urat ws CA 
feas feos urfea 3 faasu ofa 3, fae oct fea sect yeast 
(oe, At Us Uet oS odt fare, fA sgt) ag t Hae fed Hts 
(AS &) OH Ahm AAs-meg se AST S| 

URS:- Pobr Ag Ese aH, fas afe uot urd 

IU F8 mBu soa, tI AT ses (a.gicac} 

m@sd:- AA Te ufo one fareH, Haaret 3 ATS II 

Hafs Aafe se Wag SSM, saa OY SMES | (A. rh.tac} 
fan fimrA Hou dt fimmn, fae, uret dt um@er go, wer 
adt | f3< dt, fan ys-fhou & mifserdt ot use fyust ag & wae 
mney det dv, Ads oS odt lag & Adda TIHD HOU } ICH urfeat 
frargt 3 Has odt ae Hee GH @ fase nies USHSHT a fimrs SF 
de odt d Hoe i fea Aoet Tete Ht 3 ymue stad 7A feu 3S tt 
Hee 3 Aun gu fes Syste atst 3:- 
Afsdd 6 Ag a Suet AST Has AAT Il 
fad Hafs 5 Jeet faug Aafe o ad Zt" II 

TBH AS 3 yaet afk 3 ad fimrg i { Tdfaiucs } 

At ag aoa ve At HoH 2 Heo feson fea a sat 
Ysarg 3 HIse UTS oe Ti frog d fa Tees Ht HOTA eS Tee 
fasg fears & asHatst $ dfos os Jal-oe fea get J a Ae 
wet Dest res-we ct faim fes ages fis af att 
‘USHA’ Ht agsaus fee fFa feos Aes BS aet ‘fuse’ 3 
‘Us ee Gfondt ao syd & wns wet ude SA AY Afsag AT 
Has § wae-ierg AES TET GT HOI Ht TT Soo USA 2 gua 
aret Hsu fitw rt fue vs: 

féa fea Has ae Hea 188 ys T AEE fears | 

fyer, dst cans mA ls wie At asa UTA 

ad wae Seog Buds Ae Afomry-Aot es Fost Ts us 
Hr afeast @ nena afsnt st feat & da As & nfs forest Fas 
Yost atst fa non | feo We Fea 8 fa gost GHa SF vis 
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ado Hes OT wend stent TAS Ho YS AIS deni 3 fase vies 
Ss U Tet TI 
Wat fea si feo 3 fa ot Onn wet gost vas He fea 
sale fee ofs a sarst Ae ante ug, at ade ? fqost gan 
Ufent fed fesar 20m aga HAAS TIA, ER wet facut aga MAT 
Quen sua, fAA Avot mt fagsarg age de ags-use 3G aS 
ZG Bat Td! 
@30 fea Tees At 38; avet! Hai feR gaa feo ofoar for 
A SHY adsaug udd & AS Adlsa VIHS ade Je ws AST GA 
3 ade Hee de Asda ad, WSt Ae ad, st dt SAY WSt we 
Ado fea de Tiad! od! ge | TS dat nes Sas fimrs ae 
FS welufuet de at feo 3 fe qewet ot Sat fee fa St 
AfsAa 3 feo de, nr AHS fa a dt se fosn 

ort ae fea 3 fa A SAY ag wrfemr & UBS ATE TE 
fadors ot ore fea ACR I oS cen a fees aed 23 2 a, 
3t oot fre at 3S, pas fe Fer ot Ast weo-nas fee TIRE, 
ft fagsintt & usH 3, feawat & od | 

Sit 3s, 7 AS S HIse UTS J, a fea J fa Adte AST 
AVE ASU JIA aT SA AS Add OG Tad, AS Ads & fimo 
udd, st 306 fea feo Ws os feaszor U Wei fasta, Ade 
ars ag & mils Je aac fronsus J fen & fea fers fet few 
Teer 132 St omt Ad S Aas ase vrfime 3; “FS afer A 
gout hit fa@ us Gufs ae’ us, Si le SA Si 
difes Ast fase AUD, A HIST at! Fat, fot TTF 
ae sfoe ser TI 
A, fen wet fimefas | net st ode ot fx SAY ae Ase 
a dslfagta, A ad SAY Genes ow psd, Tense dius dt 
cHot fed aed st sag AS oS fessor dt usa 130s AuTS 
fact fea Jd AN, Joa ot Genee J Je usar dt weet flesdt 
Tooth fA yors donee gu fee ‘Afsag’, Ae dt sows nia Hat 
ZIsT TUT | 
Aare At et MAT ES ‘Et TT stax yoru” fea ES uios 
ast dfeur 3 : 

88 Wt ys ‘ oH Ua Stee sAfe Ae, AfsHas AfseT | 
UdH fas ag 23 Awe! vos Aas fos ES fA re 
Fede gu Adte uss! wee fee Hn, fosqe HS! 
fd Acts foes A refs | wee THe o fees uefa” lud | 
{@saeau niftmrfe-s2} 

et aden At} ct wrueat cfs fmrset es fea ag a 
Fuoreat dafiat a eae asfent gent act 3 fa qe@uea ow Hoo 
ada fea oS ao ( Afedt ust ) ys-fheru et Aon were fea 
AGE Bd, A TSHSt Haga ct wradt HAST : 
fuser, Ys Afeet, vse Hee AY Af feet (UGSt-23.3} 
fedt ass 3 fa ag soa-Afs wats © Hea Fat ag 
Afgars <t AN AR Run] ose 3S urea HS as fe aaftut wet 
TT Aes Teret diss, TG wet erg yng de wer foams 
Sifhe: 























wat ag dg 3 wat, fete wet nifys, AS I 
Fg Tet a Ag WS HS, vaste ag fers (a.g.u.ct2) 
wide: —(3 set! ag ch wet (fu &) ag 8, ag wet fee Ape o 
(ag a) wet fea rsua Hes Fe eer oH-aw 3, fan & frre 
Td 2S nus fost fea) wis deer 3 lag wet Corse’ 3, (ag &) 
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Aga 8H wet 83 HT Used | ag SA fu  Uoldt So 3 AAT- 
Pied Surg Bur ToT TI 

fer tt ag soa-aats tutte At ag afte fu At yoo 
3 omud A-aS ares F ufest met-ag 2 thers § wan 
aft ueret gefhu Hast § Ae wet At ag de wfos At Ss 
gonfs Au Se & gon atsniAfsag at & feR omit me nifwis 
Hoseuas Gute 6 fes ans at dt vse wordt des ot mt 
pi fama fanores fur oft fos ‘At ag Ue yor” wt do fehtmr vo 
ufsor ater d: 

nifamr set nore set vers vel 
Fg fide & Jon 3 ag Hate Geaitouyeran fayH109} 
Bua: Ass Thu Aa, fosursa 
ok ok ok ok ok 
fry Ravet 3 fry Hagen t of 'fea-usg 

fumrd Hures Hie: 
fea Bu TeHfs fomrs fuRodt asa & faa Seo fea sfumm fom 
Jl nrg tS St Ae 3 us A fuss agat FH! 

ay war ct Te ms frats, fasHs 3 fourgus & Hs Jol 
WeA UE et Afr seA a Hu ase J, feat ct Haws 3 see 
ufsdedt! fen fea cet Ha odt fa ag we FS Je 3a fodse wer 
de & Te ms frost § wsH age wel Tus-yae nida yordt Fas- 
yden soho SH oH T fea di MS ws eIsHs T fH vidal ART 
on vol feo a Ae o wer Ue @ At Wau SaA A THAT BAS 
MS ATWTHE uSs PAHS oF forsddt acfent a si da wet, a ot CA 
hot ast 3 ug wat § usso SF flo ect waa de 3 frost cH 
dest wet aS wer Ue § eat FS eat as aaron & gu fes aet 
ae seat ust 

qu08 fea wart dee magu vod eH as fea wer 
Ye 2 de sane ow Supe gus adiot oe ais’ fomm aH 2 
zIsHs vee frost wens Asse wel Hert feGseet ea-nieHt 
ae adfent aH t dad sfeu wet “fAw Ast afss” w nds ais 
ast fefson & Hofudt for d, fen fos 3 at 20s vies Cet, 
fooHfmit, da weds 3 Hosni Se A de-uwder agHatst, nig- 
feneH, Ag-UA (83-3Aes, ANT, Het orfe) & gu fee ufenr 
fomr At, aSHPS fomrs & yes ot Jddt se a ysH ade w fes 
Rowu feo! feh aut afos ot das dt net wast 3 Gsenra AOS 
Bfosd 3 AGH fest asta Tg wet 'F naeHst-HoHst <teg OTT F 
Avast sHfes FF fue Sar HUSA Het S HS @ a fret GeH miAETat 
@ Yeo weA ue 2 dat feg 8 w TAS AS dfenr| 

Je We ve @ AWHE fAy Hleo-AT ms TT ust a 
youre $ fea-Hest 2 gu fee Aes aes oT oe a Atl fan ct 
tect wef fit feees fity dreret 2 diet § feo dy Afimr farm 
frat 98 @ Het A aeat Aves aaa fie Ue = often Lint ast 
wg Te S A WI-se YAS asa AaTYanel & Afsuia awe At 
nos sas Afoa 3 fry sfos Hoe wT ATs wT SAS UEe TIS 
fes fomr| Je au uA Houe fanrg det fAA Tet GH Fast S at st 
BATS adat wa At at dt wineat a uaa 3 Heuer dt Aas wet 
aet garec Ht 

zest at an dt vast Sa uiret Sfomrs us ct gt 3 fer 
Hoare’ § mst gu fee fAu wot fea unat gu fea mnerGe set Ba 
ves a te als) ost fhu yest 3 de-mneot nies Uae Hou 
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ust A uaz geot oot At, Ca a we rat GA UA HS At 
aet 3 gewet gu sdeg, Huge} UST-Os nruel-nmet Howe F 
vex Hoare et yosos wet feads Je ae feat ct faest fea de 
nefoorA ea 3 AS ont feds vies ta uA fenast ee F TU rE 
fodardt urfe AHS! @ gu nies Al ag de Afos ws ag uae 
mHd-fasHs 3 fourg frost § gest te wet wat SH oe Safar 
fama 

fay Asst 2 ugua ws do faosedt fu Aad a 
HOH = ANAM Sit frist a deet wet AHS wre! Hare fasat 
35-Udt oe AgaGH sfhor feat HAeet TdT aut Ae vies fosSet 
ootet At, A wet vrunt se-Ae o gat Aa nin fAwW Aa T 
as ysua ndst sdes 3 fenrasieve  ysre Jo us JS! WagU 
fite Hreret gre wrus—orus His wted fea of & wor ve 2 
frotst ms fru sfos Hoare ot Uset & Cure 3 agent Js Bat 
nies nro Afotia et we age vin wdst Auseet 3 Bae 
Hast feadt t & wea ue 2 fess frost os fee feo umes 
adet feat @ adt ci fh ofos noue o fact gest tet at 
nos sus Atos o fAo feda di fry uisst 6 fAu sfos Heuer 
fea fes aé ag warm Ue es Jato dae ct feat es atst A at 
Hat, fr Aaret 3 frosect fru reschat wet vst garg TI 

fru Fast & ysuat § nruet sfror a ufose agat adtet 
a1 ufust fea da est wo Ba vat di fue’ act wai + fAy ue 
ffu Hast 3 de-nmerat @ on due ct at Sy-sy ASi-ggedini, 
ag Afoa, fut, sarst 2 at 3 At Osea T AEE VE AIA SH GUE 
ae fry Aavet oH forest St Hast 3 fats Ft uas SF feat S sears 
ufenr| fhe ue dt ufent 3 fase fof froisect HAE Jol 
Sot e yet <t umet fist sae duos wad fos a aH wet aT 
Ud aH ade J fsne ust adt fa us ad Jal 

fen uss aot fAw Aaret 3 Ue YAS Aad S yrgmit § 
mea o fax GH URSt Bet aH S Magu aS Bel A AS aa weeT 
3, GA at forsedt adi fAu sfos Home, aT de 3 ag dae 
frost 3 fan fan ufAG wso do, GA S GH § aT! HHS 3 
HOHS a He uate fan sgt AS dee us for 3, CAS aH Ss 
Wears fe! Ua unst afos ow He FS Sa Ya! mus wet at F 
Bus Bo a ue yuAst ct wea ow Ags fes! mre fea niegat 3 
afagat THE F Id Js, feat er Hea Be wet BBS aS! vst uA 
AA FT aS awe 

ag wer ve ot veo Ay 2 pfuse orfest ud fene ae 
fea Us, Goi $ ue 2 af 3 wre Het eI fie Uae ofus & hes 
for d Aa) uss-uAg @ AS AUS ot eas" alist We easH fes 
mast AS AMA ee festa a odin vesinit a ATHaT age wet 
nun feanss HAES ad! SxS Afoss & Ages uA fed wmue 
MAT TAY At aTdt emt Syste os UE SHS fAy sfos HoUTET as 
as=83 MNT Aa TT Ua es At nove sus Afsa FT Je vea 
CAS & MUHS AG J vat dl A in fAw Ase 3 UE cael Hadet 
ms fens 3g @ Ue vsel Ha AU we a Bo Te Zt fosHs-fonrd 
wer Ue et frost om fumes age TS ust Bde 3 Hust t 
wees HOHSt age fey anne J Wed! eas du dfue a ad, 
fead 3 ag ue fasHs-fourdus wet e8dt ae aH ATS TTI 
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aedt At ag fi Ast eo yeu Uae He nies faud < az0 
aot adi fre Ao Bat § ag ve yst nmueat fAHect wet fossa as 
nit oat ote di umm o Uae Fest, fAw Aset 3 Ue vadinit 
2e fen 2 nda fee ay fost & at wet ot ofan Sars vrear| Tae 

wet faut AAT ae Ti 
dg ua w oH, dew fru Aaa Fee, Sus At CHE ATI 
ealds: ot 38udq-33to08 

ok 2k 2k ok ok 


w Afsas YATE Il 

Het Hos 9 Tg Ta Afoas - vast ES Il 
vier nig & eht fee wag wSinrfu yA ufs Tezbe fae wg use ll 
fa@ afs we nos ue vio ot Hos wast fee oH of & aE 5 AS 
ng ys dostifes of Tae WS Cur Age as a Hfs ZA Il ag Af 
ae ufu afe fast To uwog dg cA EE Il 
ua: ag Whig fees ade Te lex A oT (HIT) MY THT -YT 
de o GH S dla Hoa Bf at HS TF Hee? TF? wT Hfs-Tier sat 
BAe 8 at Aa @ Hae F? wiv foma-rege yet Maeda & eae 
ve Atos Wea ‘F fae we Hae FT? masyge & aH FX fear 
yg te ada FS 1 ue, Ae ane 2 fade neg Tone e 
fas a en dS re eT ot BH a as-fea OF fee Roe TF VG, 
TH AF @ MOH AAS lx TF mMaBUTe HS Ft fame Fa Tet MA 
Adi GAS Bud TS HATE | 
Guru Sahib tells us that if any leader himself is stupid/blind, how 
shall he know the right way? Such a foolish person can neither 
guide anyone nor can he himself follow the righteous path. Without 
the knowledge of Almighty God’s True Naam, person remains 
entangled in worldly false affairs. But when the person follows the 
Guru’s teachings, he feels elevated and thus rejoices the bliss day 
and night. Let us pray before Akaalpurkh for Guidance so that we 
may also practice the Truthful living. 


He ude A dt Ag eA uTfenr 1 fan ufs Hes dost eet safe 
oifenr i edt ate urfent Aas Aeafenr a@s Ww fafa dior 1 
wed Wed ud saved Sfe 5 ore Sdior il oH fegé Be ge ow ate 
ae Aefenr il Ho Uden A abt AS eA uTfEnr ID II 

MTT: AAT YEP MABUTA F TH TE TE ZT HG? Bar? Fearat ware? 
a) wat wes fed fan ue opus wat ad efoore ae? Ae AE 
HS Tt HANTS BE Foo THe TF ZT Het wpeTB TSS F AS WE 
Hae od | feat suaa eu-aaH e gad a ae? Te-Fa" GIT 
ane iGo | wemsya 2 a ¥ wus MF fovger IE Ie, YH 
TITS & Sf aot HES | AE Yet meee F re we F st 
ume Aue Te | 


If a person forgets God then whole world looks estranged. Before 
whom should I narrate my pains when all are brimful with woes? In 
such a situation, who will care about my pains? There seems to be 
no end about these worldly sufferings. Without Akaalpurkh’s True 
Naam, frustrated person does not listen to the Guru’s teachings. 
When person forgets God, then the whole world is estranged with 
him. 


ae Huet whe wmye A soufe se I Aea Ae siad Ae Aafe 


usta | Ase usta nig SA A HIS Hos nisd i urfu agst ad ASt 
us uty vifs fedad i ae Fate Her st Ader 
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OHS niode dat i ge Host ufs nme A sfeufe Stet cil 

MEE: 7 MATRA & tarnes & tage fees FH BAS Zt Io faA 
oa of Bs sot ase | wiFt mene x Tt Us TF HT TF at 
MABE eH Tt AT Be | AIF Yel Ig & Aee-lIns 
BS Sapa wer ZF. Go nice PTs F yas vies Tt ufsgA 
aoa war Per F 1 mersyae my at Ane Fre aor oer fra F | 
ave mg Rona way ae a-ha st Ae TF us 
etaag chat efsaehot x aise tose few ane atte F 1 ES, 
UST TE UPL F HE PUES wa -HA AHFC T | 

When a person seeks God’s Refuge, one feels fully satiated. Such a 
stage could be attained if person remains within True Lord’s 
Command. The person, who gets immersed in the Guru’s 
teachings, can realize His Bliss within himself. Almighty God 
alone takes care of the whole universe. By following Divine Word 
(Gurbaani enshrined in the Guru Granth Sahib), person acquires 
God’s blessings and rejoices unstuck music of His praises. 


Accordingly, a true devotee feels so close to the Almighty God. 
ats foor redhat afs ee Aet i a ot ais a ue A Sd set il 


aiufs A ure urfy ware urfu nee o amet i AA og asfu so 
sefy ae ao Aafe nyse i Se aly age Bat 

Ay of 238 aet 1 aaa fafo afe thm ee nfs ASA HE QU 
ll 

WIE: TUS F Home Ti’ F ae, marsuse fHGHETT BF Tt 
thes ag fa@ia 6a TAs F ast we TF 1 Cot wel mayor 
of aed ag Fae’ 3 fan Bua BA et tod F We faPia Cr wry 
(AAR & - FBG fees ad ee) TF esyTY, Sot aA Re ats F 
ot gous Te & forrest yus TF Hat FH eer fowet fro 
Yet 38 wa men age TF fe H 3G AS BH S xe ara eA | 
ag aoa Afra fare age Jo fe fin yet Cur marsucd 
tise Fe, Cot Ig F eR IAT F Ts HA TF | 

O Brother! Don’t entangle in worldly possessions but always 
praise the Almighty Creator, Who sustains all. No one can evaluate 
God’s Bounties. God alone is unforgettable, and that person alone 
could assess His worth to whom, the True Lord enables Himself to 
do so! By seeking God’s refuge, person can attain Guru’s 
teachings. I, an abject person prays that I may never forsake God. 
Guru Nanak Sahib says that a person, who is blessed by 
Akaalpurkh, he alone understands the true way of living. 

[If you are unable to read Punjabi Version by using Font Gurbani Lipi, 
please click www.sikhmarg.com] Free distribution by: Sikhs Khalsa 


Mission Inc., Australia (Tel. 61 — 2 - 9837 2787). 
OK 2 2k 2 


fra frost A ot wet Cuss a Ae feo 
feass de ad 
Cetrag At at esfo 
wtogg at oa usr atoag at at esto 
RI us § ae Has fufeor F a fet @ Cas ad war chat mer 3 
aoufs frots ot dast 3 utet de ag & 88 Uebot ot ues wel vin 
UgH uss asd fes fess adit ag AAeSt wis Se feass t ad 
vo fan fea nue gta fou sne wet HS at Jan dfer go ifea 
Bost ager oi Ae Saat Bat F par ust ag a fasat ta qeaet 
nifys oe fen wad odt fad at fen wa oe da adres adt 
uss Hast ae fa st wact Hae fea 83 3 wersa 3 us fea 
GAs a a sda dea a “UGH AST US TD”, OSs AST OSH OT I 
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fen wet usH feget Us USH 3 ages ast wT Hoe I | oe eid 
Wd ws Ja BA us {fan fed Ay ow oH we for Je} tusS FT 
wd foas & Ad ct wien uses ad frit feo 4 asre as a 
from masta ufemrGe afer 3 fast ad Guar dint fest 
det ave ws ued & wes dt vin fret wet afos ve ad 
Jolfen wet feo nA es a nus fear Has 
ads saat Cafes ae at safe safe 1 
wa efus ds Fens se Cats ufsS vO cafe €o1 
win fen €-2-0€ df feags fea AS 3 ufsst feos Ha UA age et 
aAgds J a de and fea Fees wat for fre ct ust adt d Aeet 
fra At mors sus Afse @ Heyy UA Je 7 ws Ge Aas ct 
Heat fea A Hees act Hos ad a AUR ads BS TT TS 
Hae od wis Un de aor fre st nue fan na ot afeast wet aet 
Are ager d st Un de a8 fru o use AsHe ase Ades 
afsa wrest Tl Ig Uae SH, zone fry UesAt 
Wag Hees At noes sus Afss nifysAs 8-2-0 
ok ok ok ok 2 
i}: wane flu ea, fit fos Geist at § ust fact 
Cetra At at esfo 
sfogg Ha wer .xfoag at at eafs 
fA afos Ae yey dt wee J a ne ot fra csH ABS A OSHa 
uch & aes eIS aga UsH fRots 6 cans UTTfEMT Ate T St 
Hunn wna yea Sdt ofo Hae feA nue ad Aa wet wry UA 
fiom Hore dfenr 309 ae fous wel HAE dfenr TH 
fru Afoe At nit SoS HS os ATS fra AAS G us TI a 
fra fromas fea aoe wet avs TS as west fru ura fags 7 
net det die usH fers odt dew favre ast dfemre wet vise 
UAT us asat AAH Sdat set S TT Ta OAT UI cea 3 HT 
6 mush Cast 3 fast a fra feddt Ae AHE fed ATES aga 
ade Jo a mat fra past 2 vice odt sea fro Rast WS vice 
Jo fer wet Gs vue nities ves Te Fae dt ode Jo AHA aS 
mre fea Al noes sus 2 oH ot aes eas Todt o fA ow At 
nos Ses Afys wT HS HoH we foo od fA Hons S Salen 
aus nis SHsH Ja ase dus uedt 3 83 Hees Afos w SoA 
aI 
ag fea At Cars suse AHS 6 UM 3 Bare a amA ast Tet T | 
fest act & yrs 4 Qu adas 6 ad cles fey w ABedt FH 
WBaHe Jue wT niwe ag fest At GAS woe Cnet ato Iadt feo 
Qc aead 6 fedut us wT AAST AC THAT S MBAHE UT IGE TTT 
o1 A 306 fea & adh w cage ferne At St CA eas nen SHE 
ode At A ola At vin ve AHSes fhe A Hae Jo fed nie 99 
eHad 3a fas sfomr for nis 99 eHad 3 dt fas act dfeor mre 
Has Fes Je nuel can ues So uci wT Sua fara Sse 3 
oe odt We act ag 6 at fora tad SH thor Hd a gs F 
ufsat fas Hees S fess s eafsor ws ust fea us fest form 
frorrt ura S Sd ot urfimr At at wer S wer ct Stadt Asvaet wat 
unt Hat Be feS vec nite 3a fue 86 ast var wea At us at 
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SJa' 3 JaH Hfonr? at Ce Cu nares sus 2 Hees St Aa? waa 
cds § yo 3 aea St fas for Fes 6 St TS TS Bde" aT 
fesx nin 6d Ba dt fan ys oe 3aG afse JS Wee | neH 
odt Hfoor fen wet ea feS Ades At od Adi ast ds a wsHa 
usin A useds agat Guat HA usat aval d | 

sost fomrs wet cA for ot Sua Bat & feA AST Ss CUA 
atto Hed fea H omy ye mAste @ fest Woe 3 Ho ys uel AT 
mAsict fed Hodd 3 ad Aa qo fes fest atet oH mBanE nraret 
MASS i OT HAT Je args fossa en H fed de aeds agat At 
HS @3 33 was fes Te a muse 8 CHS Ae a AST yO Bat 
feS me fess 3 efor a fea fears we adt st a3 TS UA 
Ura ve fesa fed ut sisg 3 fest visane 3d feo ufos os 
denis faw At A CA eas Aue fes He wT ON sasnig ast 

feaH yavaa fea feo ufos nme dt east adet fomrot 
Fass fry ATA At S fest SE ast & Aes uBaAE AN SHI At ag 
ge Atos ate usar wis asd une dt ta a fesaH asa oT 
{Gn feat Ht ant He ae HAE J} famrat Ais AH fre AT PES 
ad four niane wet Hes uA ae fea uA nies nisane JT fomr 
PA UA aod Soe dt vin SS Sis 3 nual ve Fu a Bas 3 fea 
Ffsu o fest & nied foe fed Ades act veris fAw Ato vrReA 
mtfent 3 at vuint msaHe of atst wel vied eA fea fast & uitet 
wet fen aes es eas feu ot o Afr a nde HSTaa oe 
vents fru At § oe esas Atos, At Bors sus AfoE 3 nigeH 
da frouré Ft oAH oe AST Aes ACU adt get mia Cu Aus fed 
Jo ud Hole fea Ca a nin Sa worse sus t Ades ct feat Ft 
eos ast wet | Fees At fea AS as fous TH Ages St uet sit 
fear & far Usa 3 mae far xen Cow F ufuer fegar t Test 
3 WE BE us Fda F US'S HAS Ja nus’ So usefemtt Al niarss 
sus Afse a we Hofire ow ufos feS sik ag viet Ho de HY 
Cro del fous 6 dd ads as FT BIS AS MA AH HAS viads ot 
37st 235 ws fours fed sost cadt fea ue Js fan args fret 
Agu ms fret frots oe fuses od foo di me es AH feo far 
238 sos fore ded agin ug ge va ot for Hoe win Se 
AHUS age TH Ig US a oA, zone fry urea 

raat Fees At nias sus Afoa vifsAg, 24-92-0u 
ok ok ok ok ok 
U: vane fru 28 Aaes Setst at S fea da ust feat 
Fi fag af fas Ho 5 wet Il 
WAT OH HB o ate fas vifs usseM I 
forrat Afsies fru Sest at AGEs At nore sus Afos 
efidg Ha usr afodg Aat esto 

soot wfoe AG ure AS JE sa Mdtat fast use feus 
a aet wae odt dfeur yaa Hdt Agnes wel nin sa BTS eS 
aet gore de ct st Bs odt AHS Tet HS us GI! A wel A aT 
WS AG ad A feet AHS || Teeel none JE TH Ae st sTG 
fasas aa oder MA St I Hoe I sas S fSAa sos sow feure 
a aest & on ct a ent fen Ae @ A 330 Bet far og wien 
a ueg stg td ug vs 

JH gag 3d eats | sCafs urd wes UATT 1d TIS Il 
UTa ASH JH SHe Aea ne 3G fufenr a Aret 1 Sd eorg ufs ATA 
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at wa Ad varet 121 wea non Ue ns ue test tws 
god ot use AH fes GA dt wore frots & Reed ofse 8 aS HBT 
2 os w@ gag de dt fhe Hod He HE S St waht Jet T Aast HS 
HAE aset o vias frots wfenr ater du sat dg sat nmadt CH 
3a sai amr frais wt aan Ue Wo ue wis “Het ad Het as “| 

zest AG ners sus t fesrn fea act mgs fru es 
node ot Tent ois dst Sah Sat Fase wWSH usefed $ 
frau te Ait aat nr init gal 

@rs woe ae fuses vee feu fea nig da de 3 st mus 
Ae ate vafimre faorAt gent & dias arfen ast) 

ug eect at sat st fue’ ws foors 3s fes , fan Hou ad 
fan fes ae ot AES woret wis de wes far wena FASS uest 3 
St odt A Hae 

Gna octet oa nin Ue @ cus fee dew foons, ngs 
Tos, unas voHfs Sf nigat dt os uA fusdt feret o faRet gee 
as Ws Sa nin vee cas 3 forns ae foass wel TAS PTE 
Sa ue Jalfane qhes SAT | 

frost fromHt Sat § usa sfos yore’ fea art fre a 
udis werd SAT fru st Aas adf ag Hee Sa sos frmret 
Tot a ut aes tus asa wine Ue fene Jo ws MA Sat S SHt 
Ue ng a ASHaS ade T | 

Ht wires sus =e sul fru sfos Hore feo “fra at adie” 
fersct faut det 3: A feRsdt at usH fea worse usd TA ag 
Afra {At ag aoa te At Ss Sa At ag dfde fhw Afsea sa} at 
ag de Afse ws cH ag Afoss ot wet 3 fAfmr ms TAHA Ate 
uifys 63 fora suet ms far da osH 6 adt Hae, “ Ga fru 7”! 

sast At cAdt fea nears usu 6 es a acl wAsA aet 
sHfee tus age area, dg UH § Hoe ot fra st sdf T Aa 
SAY CAs ve et Had wa HHS fas age nrad TigTSt wesst 
wet fou far ot nin 3 fsa Ae ufos Ad we Hifea AH SHI feT 
Ast de Hofent usat fear nies Guar fame sisai 3 niane Be wT 
ads aS At A via Sa adh ys fen 

eA UA Al ag de Afoa Ate yas AHS soars AtsE se 
aes wet fort wet AS ot ursat st sas fAomAs feret J! 

ae wre Te ws Hdtore Ste Ae Bfoor F At vias 
sus Afoa w ufess wHe Se a due wet AN FS ufsst A TAA 
BIS Bosh age for us sAt a gal Ae Cs wgst w es dor 
dfeur og UA sey Sat st act ure fea gos ue st uA BA eT 
3 de ads CA uey 3 use UBS un SoS HAUT BE for T | 
& frat Host SAT mus urfant § un ad BH Jas Walls Eitan ot 
fen uest 3 SAI net odt Sor afoet Helos ot SfoR ofan a ad! 
a3 fessor none At nos sus Atos 3 Hea Jeris fAw AAS 
adt ag Unni oct nea ast ofe far fes feo odt fafimr fam & 
aes feas nas sus t Aaedtee 2 vesd fey un de! 

wA 2 Aga fes AgHis fAw asa Ht views sus AfoE 
3 un dfeur act Has ot Heaedt fes AST ogee Tet ASS eet 
awa HS AS aes S ufos 2 saudi agg fes dfe Aes 2 fea 
fra Sisd 3 HST Shor ah un da we at ug fast nen as 
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TS @ nid fey sos Un DT Wei WS SAT Hed AS eS UA de ns 
aa WE w nA ag td! CAS TH eS ora sf fame a 
ster 3 waHe fy @ un adt de fRots gu fust ners sus UA 
da o fed fea 2 woe feu Ha fas 28 ge anf fea ws 2 
widd fea Un odt dfeur A Ae | 

Hole viens nifys sare AA st ag aet aefasior UAt 
funrfoutt @ Un ded st Ags @ AOHE UH Aas de 3 SAS JouT 
wet wit Feud de and fe ofl 

fre 3 At noms Sus 3 Un dat d a Hees SUA dat a? 
fed vo tet Fees act ot nieve sug adt T AaeT nove sus 
née od , Aes from ferrfoni 3 da yew TI 


Ae uify sus Ae afs AS ad four il Hast HITT 2 II 

Av 6 adel de coetimt ws usfeor dt as odt Teh Ae 
aw ge vets fea feafemr chit urbat Ag Teh Jo se 3 fe 
neta WH Bo Tdt dT a nied Go a Ae als vie Jo nis Sui gd few 
@H8 Ue Js fend nas sus Afss 2 ufess fos ct aurea J 
wat go! 

Ae yY: Horls fru 28 wes das usdcl Hast $ Sa UA 
fue’ An feo det nee ag uae euagi ow sas UA Jet, Zt 
3a ah fesoa sdf At ug nin fan AES oT AHS ade FT ade 
ort fest atet & yore Add 6 fes wien fea faue J a “fort 3a 
3” nidt udae fea mune age J {aes feds } UR Je 1 aust 
fort 35 3 oT uge ToT “um ye” nual we far dad adt SAE 
fou re TF | 

wz var dé A de anfent fea feas fous dt de ag fee 
ms nies Fok Ae age dt oS ve aH ct HCH fe Avett wT 
AHS? ave ot fous ad | 

oA UA setst At nin SoS UST wore sus FT SHB tt 
fésag ofS fast nas sus es HO Hs & ures fed at CHa s 
utfenr 3 ws fest 2 osH Aes 3 Jes ot ag fos T st at fes 
nas sus ot Gniest odt F 2ige sost neat est awn fas whA 
3? Gua § 358 fas sdf aget?, ms Je Ad 6 Bea ATS AT BA 
set fan da Suse nen ad age w nee at afo we TS 2? UT 
303 3 for fearre ct om odt Set A Ae | 

nit At nore sus Afva @ Ae fears 6 30s va feae 
aug fre Ae TS Ba sores t ae 3 nt ws Jalns AHSe Jo a 
2 TSH as UsH AGA ns nas sus ot Hast fas fret ow sfeu 
aofeur odt at nae ns fen fossa od Hwan wet again ct 
8s J Je fs aw ve far 6 ea ce St onal a fea onfen 
dfeors 3 far S fed fan 28 far 3 st eas Hae Js | JE St “TH 
ag at afe 5 aes nus Td UATE WUI"e Hea non fea Tg 
frais 6 AHofus da fen ofeorg & ATHe st aga ueise Tt 
nos sus a ufess frois sofenr A Aaa As at wat aoa nim 
Ag Hetent Ag ot Sa WQUSIU PaAS fw wer, Wee AGEs At 
nos Sus ATS 

ok ok ok ok ok 
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ro Cio 4 AVad uot feat cad uss afsnit > 
: . : HA ot cast us ad! 
(te 2 tar utzst 2 ot) ms fro org Gn act ufse 
Jdsne fru gt, Héaco, afsdashr prsot nig ue fos3 got 
Rat re d aes Ae frat a astern At dfenr fara new os Gat Sct ows oa fSSt 
Guo Hs 3 aet at sasentt odt Ht Sfenr fot er to onetint ors Her wet de as FEST 
for st ofse 3 cet sas a argo odt dfemr gl Cat § far for sos afsadbut Fa 
faGta afse aet dg odt Ho Ca Ho GA SS cH eS Sesc re 
AIT T uJ faat dart & ase ast o Cai S fea dT 
Ag Ses atss 3st ge na famr a1 ae waar oh Sate 
Gu nrué aS A Aer far da & def sa fomr ou S3nt Sot ssexint got feo ae 2 
@u fan feo nmuet Ht ot Hs 3 dfenr Ah en 
Gn feo Get St Ag 3 fed Ae gs Steer At Go on Ht Ha dat Hits F OS HS a TS 
vobr feu fen sof & urg ot fore fea ast uset aves fen va ct TI 
ds a fore feet afse wmufent & we gs vt Ae 
a afie At “eaus = fsane 3 usSst St fost T "11 veo 2 So sot 3 
ug fRot set GA feo fade udst dt od? fast nrust Us oe 0 du sfemr Gai & 
mS Tt EE fut fii Auer Sus wee 
Sai Hts me Sus As ust fea St Se fom 3 fhit A rasa 6 adtes fitui & aes 
aeHHt G Ada 3 & fest foo feat wet dat set yee ere eal 
tbat 3 sat HA fSas Cat fue saet AIS BMS faut 2 wo ow feo fefson Fs 
fro wast @ 35 F aus AG oH os FSS TEI Sas Se Sea eee ee a 
Goat oe nde fonsed ae feu ofes ur & uftsst at agus wes agent wea 
= Ae fes Tel oo fefson 2 iis gg Wed 
yom & fie ded & stom S ore us @u fae goad frat & us at 
dent S ys Fs SI Cat Ghat viet Ate HS SI 
ud Had Sat esha ast Cai e AA SF Ua SI So ae ais 2 ea ae Sheer ae = 
Gof @ Aer ve dt nay Ssbot Ssh Ud RSH S Sd AHH ae sI s ? 



































































































































aA fuss are Gu ud } 3 fae wrami } 
sas at ose footast Sint CH feo fae ot act w]e act aos 
Ast fos aba = 





oe fen = aes 3 Ca ont TH Sa 
Sfeoret cht sHat nrue fifant 3 AS 
fa& fues fot ae wu o fee dg ast AS 
fea fea ag fu Wed! | 
AY tome ow feu feons Hae = st 
oda Sade HI Mu AtSd! Il 
frat wo 3 fat o fefson fet feo ges Wea | 
ae fes Wat ot dfenr At 
Sot SS AS A Ss Wea ll 
ug ags tHe 3 wa fed awa AST dt Bar ada | 
fen aos feu faut Sfeonts odt fue Aoet 
Sot st fea ct ada il 





fan 6 st ulsst & ds odf Sa 
a fle aa Te 3 Cu sd dd Be I 
AIX 6 ust odt feat ea feat cfomit st ats ageti 
Jd At ado SS 3 Sas Sui ora Fs Sot 
ante Gat 6 Ae te & fouve ufen ad fest wet | 
Cat dct & want ow Set vient 3a fest wet 
feonre ot tet ust, da feu 3ast es Tet at 
ug Buch nit S AD Sue Bet uct at wT Il 
Cuct Saat § oct ST UA BA 
uss aTag ad fest 
Jd aoe aS at Ss Cuai Sci ow ag fest 
fen feo a for AS fA rami & foafent 













































































me OK 2 2 2 
Matt So ee a elas meee TU Donations From U.K: 
ats & fadimi os foeio 3 fer . Dr. Hardyal Singh Dhillon, Derby.............0...4 $86.425 
moos frrg A ae fear@st Fs . S. Gurbakhsh Singh, Gravesend..................0004. $345.70 


















1 
2 
Ca oe a =~ jie eae Yee Sek y 3. S. Surjit Singh, London Ss 
Ja = ae et odt sve feo SetSt, sal SF MTSH | 4, Prof. Devinderjit Singh, Oxford.........00:00sc $518.55 
aed Trot & es MTT fes act are 3 5. S. Surinderkartar Singh, Gravesend................... $172.85 
frit ot ot user 6. S. Sukhdev Singh Dhillon, Norwood Green.........$172.85 
Po pt > hat fag ou Ba Ger ae f S.R.S. Bhasin, London......... ...$86.425 


. Dr. Amarjit Singh, Reading $86.425 





Be frat fea Ted H d= adt! 
we ct Hg ced ume gaet S SK 
EAH OS HGE St BF oT 
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Khalsa Tricentennial Foundation of North America Inc. 
3524 Rocky Ridge Way, El Dorado Hills, CA 95762 
Income - Expense Statement, January - December 2005 























INCOME: 

January ........ eee 2,008.00 
Februaty .............. 2,763.25 
March... eee 919.25 
April occ eeeeeeee 1,212.25 
May. vests eecnetiencss 753.30 
VUNG -faseide ceaeesstese. 2,391.00 
JULY Sis nssevssvesncevedssseues ncndesat sathe.deuandes ana aeeiseaniovis assent ve wetness aaa 980.00 
AU BUS bis sidessatic soesbeased tings std cbcenede deees ageueeed ante ncadddachude antabcasegedteaceadoces 1,538.00 
September 2,690.00 
October.............06 1,675.00 
November 1,600.00 
December 0.00 
Total for 2005 29,823.54 
EXPENSES: 

Human Resources: Granthi, Pathi, Kirtani Jatha ............ ccc eeeenees 412.00 
Gurughar needs: Household, Groceries, etc. ........... 2,232.87 
Utilities: Water, Sewer, Garbage, Gas, Electric .........ceeeseseeseeeees 2,446.86 
Insuranceyand Texas x... iidsiehiesihalhses hanive stevie ooete nates nach ones 355.62 
Telephone 2,193.12 
Repairs and Maintenance ...0....... ce ceceecssseecceeeeceeeeeceeesesecsaeeeceeeeeeneeaees 360.00 
Bank Service Charge, Cheque Printing ............cccsesscesecseeeeeeeeeeseeneeee 15.00 
Misc: Security, Pest Control, Janitorial, Donations.....................065 586.00 
Sikh Bulletin 9 Issues..............cc ccc cece cece eee ec ence eee e eee eee eee enees 20,741.81 
Books & audiotapes .........ccccscesscescceecseeeecesecsecseeeeceaecaaecaeeeeeeaeenaeeneens 348.10 
2k 2k 2 2k 2 aie 2K 2k 2s 2s 2k is 2k 2k 2s 2k 2 2s 2k 2k ais ais 2k is 2c 2k 2s 2k 2 aie 2k 2k ais ois 2k is 2k 2k 2 2k 2s ake of 2k ois ais 2k is 2k 2k 2s 2k 2s aie 2k 2 ois ois 2k is 2k 2k 2s 2k 2k 2k 2 2k ok ok ok ok 
Total Expenses for 2005 29,691.38 
2k 2k 2 2k 2 ae 2k 2k ais ais 2k 2s 2k 2k 2 2k 2 aie 2k 2k ais ais 2k is 2c 2k 2 2k 2 aie 2k 2k ois ois 2k is 2c 2k 2 2k 2 aie 2k 2k ois oie 2k is ofc 2k 2s 2k 2 aie 2k 2 ois oie 2k is 2k 2k 2s 2k 2k 2k 2 2k ok ok 2k ok 
D004 Carty-Oveniia ct te ater nudes hs Uses nde os eA 1.43 
LOOS RECSIPtS wise i 55 st Pekesk os So Sask ove te lode ata setae va loanaeas easel 29,823.54 
Total Income for 2005 29,824.97 
Total Expenses for 2005 29,691.38 
Balance carried from the year 2005 133.59 
Outstanding Bills for 2005 878.31 
SHOPta BE. cicecSde ese Sede esse esc asessdacscssescsseacsdedercvedeseascbaateesscns -744.72 


38 he 2g 2s 2s fe 2g 2s 2s fe he 2 2s fe he 2g 2 fe he 2 2 fe he 2g 2 fe 2A 2g 2 fe 2g 2g 2 fe fe 2A 2 fe fe Ae 2S fe fe AR 2S fe fe AR 2A fg fe 2A AE ae fe AR AR a fe OE AE ag fe fe AE a fe fe IE a 2k 2k 


Note: Sikh Center Roseville and Gurdwara Sahib Roseville were operated by Khalsa Tricentennial Foundation of North America 
Inc. from April 19, 1996 until April 20, 2005. This Foundation was created by the Shergill family for bringing reformation in 
Sikhism. For that purpose an 8000 square foot building was made available rent free by the Shergill family with the surplus 
proceeds from donations, after meeting the operating costs, used for sponsoring gurmukh kathakars, publication of books in 
English and Panjabi, publication of Sikh Bulletin since November 1999, publication of 14 issues of the Vishav Sikh Bulletin from 
Chandigarh and seminars and conferences. Very successful Mohali World Sikh Conference of October 2003 was entirely funded 
by the delegates from USA, Canada, U.K. and Dubai to the third annual conference of Singh Sabha International, the name we 
had used for the reformation in Sikhi movement, held at Roseville Sikh Center in August 2003. The Sikh establishment in India, 
including the SGPC and Akal Takhat ‘Jathedar’ had vehemently opposed the Mohali conference. They took their revenge on the 
Roseville Sikh Center by encouraging the establishment of a rival Gurdwara in Roseville in November 2003 on a three year lease 
at $8,200.00 per month. Since the only glue holding at least three diverse groups constituting the entity responsible for raising 
$8,200.00 per month just for the rent was opposition to what we were trying to do. That one Gurdwara split into two before the 
first year was out and the splinter group rented another building for $5,100.00 per month. Of the total receipts of $29,823.54 by 
the KTF for the year 2005 only $7,567.54 came from the local sangat. The rest $22,256.00 was received from the readers of the 
Sikh Bulletin. Any future issues of the Sikh Bulletin would rely entirely on donations from its readers. Minimum cost for 
one issue of 2000 copies for printing and mailing is $2000.00. We can name the donor for a specific issue if so desired. Ed. 
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Following May Be Ordered From The K.T.F. of N.A. Inc. 3524 Rocky Ridge Way, El Dorado Hills, CA 95762 
Books by Gurbakhsh Singh Kala Afghana: 


1. fause at dis F As wT Hea Ta 9-E MIS 90 A. TeeUA Fw ave ieee I 


2. HH HA afd Hoy Sas 3. af sd wed 4. ag-wel dt ane 3 Gefesn usr E. 10 UAZAat et S|t US $110.00 
fea uAsa et F|t US $10.00 m3 US $3.00 Fa FI 


For individual volumes please add $3 for postag, maximum $10.00. Please make checks payable to KTF of N.A. Inc. 
In Canada these books are available from: Gurinder S. Brar, 122 Old Mill Road, Cambridge, Ontario, N3H 4R8 
Other Books available from K. T. F. of N. A. Inc.: 
8. Sikh Religion and Christianity, author G.S. Sidhu, UK Bheta $4.00 including postage Note: Any 30 copies 
9. Sikh Relgion and Islam, authors G.S. Sidhu and Gurmukh Singh, UK Bheta $4.00 including postage _ of Nos. 8-11 donation 
10. An Introduction to Sikhism, author G.S. Sidhu, UK Bheta $4.00 including postage $100.00 For free 
11. Panjab and Panjabi, author G. S. Sidhu, UK Bheta $5.00 including postage _ distribution by donor. 
12. Teaching Sikh Heritage To The Youth, author Dr. Gurbakhsh Singh. Bheta $5.00, including postage. For bulk copies please 
write to Canadian Sikh Study and Teaching Society #108, 1083 SE Kent St. Vancouver, B.C. V5X4V9, Canada. 


13.“Sikhs in Hisotry” by Dr. Sangat Singh, Paper Back, Bheta $10.00, Hard Back, Bheta $15.00, including postage. 
14. SGPC publications FREE. We pay the postage. 


15. BAH Te foe, farmrst sar few, »faeri Bheta $5.00 including postage. 
Note: HH Ja fagé is also available free of cost from: Col. Avtar Singh, 2339-68 Corporate Drive, Scarborough, Ontario, 
M1H 3H3. email singh.a@Rogers.com 


Books and CDs available from other sources: 
16. Avtar Singh Dhami, 3336 Bridge Road, Hayward, CA 94545. Religious bks. Dr. Sahib Singh’s ‘SGGS Darpan’ on his 


website: www.gurugranthdarpan.com. Email: <singhavtar @msn.com> . 
dfs? fsor , Beale fre ot fort usa IO swe Hla’, WU BHT Wal Hewat SII 


17. Guru Granth Sahib- French and German Translation: Jarnail@sympatico.ca 
CDs: (1) ‘Sikh Di Pachhaan’ Free 23 hr CD on 25 topics answering most commonly asked questions about Sikhi on the basis of 


Gurbani by Prof. Darshan Singh Khalsa (Ex-Jathedar): Interfaith Charities, 1540 Barton Road #222, Redlands, CA 92373. 
www.Interfaithcharities.org 





(2) Gurbani-CD Free by Dr. Kulbir Singh Thind. MD. 3724 Hacienda Street. San Mateo. CA 94403. USA drksthind@vahoo.com 


Khalsa Tricentennial Foundation of North America Inc. 
3524 Rocky Ridge Way 
El Dorado Hills, Ca 95762 


Address 
Label 
Here 


If you do not wish to receive this bulletin, please write ‘do not mail’ across the label and return to sender. 
If you wish for someone else to receive it, please provide us with their mailing address. Thank you. 
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